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SUNDERLAND  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the 

Year  ended  December  31st,  1957 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County  Borough  of  Sunderland  acting  as 

the  Port  Health  Authority  of  the  Port  of  Sunderland, 

I  hereoy  submit  my  Report  of  work  performed  in  the  Port  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1957,  which  includes: - 

1.  The  prevention  of  the  importation  of  infectious  disease, 

2.  The  prevention  of  the  importation  of  rat  plague. 

3.  The  carrying  out  of  the  terms  of  the  International  Sanitary  Regulations 
1956,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  granting  of  Deratting  and  Deratting 
“Exemption’'  Certificates. 

4.  The  supervision  of  the  hygiene  of  crew  and  passenger  accommodation  in 
ships, 

5.  The  inspection  of  imported  food, 

F.  Various  other  duties  such  as  smoke  abatement  and  the  supervision  of  the 
general  sanitary  condition  of  the  Port  Health  district. 

Figures  taken  from  the  River  Wear  Commissioners  ^’Return  of  Trade”  of  the  Port, 
1957,  show  a  decrease  upon  1956.  of  195  vessels,  and  a  decrease  of  214,256  register 
tons,  The  decrease  of  coasting  trade  is  157,853  register  tons.  The  decrease  of 
European  trade  is  70,377  register  tons.  The  increase  of  beyond*-European  trade  is 
13,974  register  tons.  The  export  of  coal  and  coke  for  1957  shows  a  decrease  of 
308  455  tons  as  compared  with  1956,  while  exports  show  a  slight  increase.  Imports 
show  an  increase  in  the  following  commodities:-  Esparto  Grass,  pit  props,  wood  pulp 
and  cement  petroleum  and  sundries  remained  at  the  same  level. 


BOARDING  OF  VESSELS  PROM  FOREIGN 


During  the  year  under  review  66  vessels  arriving  direct  from  foreign  were  met 
immediately  on  arrival  by  Officers  of  the  Port  Health  Authority. 

Medical  examination  of  all  persons  on  board  was  carried  out  on  vessels  arriving 
from  African,  Eastern  European,  Egyptian,  Eastern  Mediterranean,  Russian,  Suez  Canal 
area,  and  Asiatic  ports 

Vessels  arriving  from  ports  in  areas  other  than  those  enumerated  above  were 
visited  as  soon  as  practicable  during  normal  working  hours. 

Although  scheduled  to  arrive  from  nearer  Continental  ports,  it  was  considered 
advisable  to  meet,,  on  arrival,  those  vessels  which  might  have  called,  or  had  reason 
to  be  in  the  areas  mentioned  above 

Many  of  the  Masters  of  vessels  arriving  only  from  ports  within  the  “excepted 
ports”  area  rendered  although  not  requested  to  do  so,  a  Declaration  of  Health*  no 
cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  upon  these  Declarations. 
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WORK  WDE”  ARTICLES  19-21  (DERATTING  OE  SHIPS) 

This  has  resulted  in  the  issue  of  3  Deratting  and  89  Exemption'-  Certificates 
a  total  of  92  Certificates,  this  being  a  decrease  of  42  upon  those  issued  last  year, 

Einancial  payments  to  the  Borough  Treasurer  as  a  result  of  work  carried  out  in 
connection  with  the  examination  of  vessels,  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  these 
Certificates  totalled  ■  £279.14  Cd 

Oeratting  Exemption  Oertificates  were  issued  with  respect  to  28  new  vessels 
completing  construction  in  the  port  during  1957, 

In  some  instances,  suggestions  made  by  the  Officers  of  the  Port  Health  Authority 
staff  for  the  provision  of  rat-proofing  to  various  compartments  of  the  vessels  were 
readily  carried  out  by  the  builders  to  whom  thanks  are  due  for  this  measure  of  co 
operation 


SEAKAM  HARBOUR  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

During  the  year  nine  Deratting  Exemption”  Certificates  were  issued  under  the 
agreement  entered  into  by  the  Seaham  Harbour  District  Authority  and  the  Sunderland 
Port  Health  Authority,  whereby  Deratting  Certificates  after  fumigation  and  Deratting 
‘'Exemption’  Certificates  after  examination,  could  be  issued  by  the  Port  Health 
Authority  of  Sunderla.nd. 


CO-OPERATION  WITH  MINISTRY  OF  AGRICULTURE,  FISHERIES  &  FOOD 

Under  arrangements  made  between  the  above-named  Ministry  and  this  Authority,  the 
officers  of  this  Authority  have  on  various  occasions,  supervised  the  fumigation  of 
vessels  with  K  C  H  (Cyanide),  where  such  fumigations  have  been  carried  out  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Fisheries  and  Food  (Infestation 
Division) 

The  fumigation  of  those  spaces  infested  with  insect  life  is  carried  out  at  the 
high  concentration  of  H  C.N  required  by  the  Ministry;  it  has  on  occasion  been  found 
necessary  to  employ  the  same  high  concentration  in  other  compartments  where  infested 
material,  such  as  separation  cloths,  has  been  stowed.  In  this  case  the  infested 
m.aterial  is  brought  up  on  deck  and  then  spread  in  the  holds  or  Tween  Decks  to  ensure 
a  thorough  exposure  to  the  fumigant. 

Instructions  are  also  issued  for  the  sweeping  of  bulkheads  and  restowage  of  any 
dunnage  prior  to  fumigation  and  your  officers  actively  insist  in  seeing  that  these 
requirements  are  complied  with  before  fumigation  commences. 

'Alien  carrying  out  these  fumigations  the  owners  of  the  vessels  concerned  often 
reauest  the  issue  of  a  Deratting  Certificate  in  such  case  the  requirements  of  the 
International  Sanitary  Regulations  1955  1956  and  Article  19  of  the  Public  Health 

(Ships)  Regulations,  1952  are  enforced. 

At  the  same  time  any  infested  accommodation  pantries,  gal lies  and  provision 
storerooms  are  fumiigated  with  a  concentration  of  K  C  N  sufficient  to  effectively 
kill  any  insect  life. 

Officers  of  the  Infestation  Division  have  stated  that  they  are  grateful  for  the 
co  operation  extended  to  them  by  this  Authority,  whose  staff  are  always  willing  to 
assist  whenever  necessary 
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CO-OPERATION  WITH  LOCAL  FIRE  SERVICES  ETC, 

In  every  case  where  a  vessel  is  being  subject  to  Fumigation  by  H,C  N, ,  or  S  0  2 
the  following  information  is  given  to  the  Harbour  Waster,  Fiver  Wear  Police,  and 
the  Superintendent  of  the  County  Borough  of  Sunderland  Fire  Brigade^ - 

Name  of  Vessel  and  where  berthed. 

Amount  of  Cargo,  where  stowed  if  any. 

Time  of  commencement  of  operation. 

Time  vessel  is  sealed  up 

Any  heavy  concentration  of  H  C,M. ,  in  particular  compartments  of 
Vessel 

Time  of  opening  up. 

Time  that  vessel  will  be  presumably  free  from  Gas. 

In  consultation  with  the  Harbour  Authorities  it  has  been  agreed  that  where 
H. CoN.  is  being  employed  and  such  Gas  is  present  during  the  hours  of  darkness  a  red 
light  shall  be  prominently  displayed  on  board. 


S/S,  '^'LORD  GLANELY”  N.R.T,  3,209 
METHYL  BROMIDE  &  K.C.N. ,  FUMIGATION,  2nd  FEBRUARY,  1957 

Vessel  arrived  14,1.57,  from  Montevideo  -  Bahia  Blanca  -  Bremen, 

At  the  latter  port  approximately  9,000  tons  of  wheat  had  been  discharged 

The  vessel  was  inspected  by  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & 
Food,  some  days  after  arrival  and  they  found  evidence  of  infestation  by  grain  weevil 
and  other  insects  in  almost  all  holds  and  shelter-deck. 

An  inspection  carried  out  by  officers  of  this  authority  revealed  infestation  by 
cockroaches  of  all  accommodation,  provision  storerooms,  pantry,  galley,  and  engineroom 

The  officers  of  the  Ministry  advised  the  owners  of  the  infestation  of  the  cargo 
spaces  and  suggested  that  they  be  fumigated  by  means  of  methyl  bromide  at  a  concen 
tration  of  16  ozs  per  1  000  cubic  feet  of  free  air  space. 

The  owners  intimated  that  they  were  willing  to  comply  with  these  requirements 
and  a,lso  stated  that  they  would,  at  the  same  time  fumigate  the  engineroom  and  other 
spaces  which  had  been  found  to  be  infested  with  cockroaches  They  also  requested 
that  an  International  "Deratting”  Certificate  be  issued  upon  the  satisfactory  con 
elusion  of  the  fumigation 

In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Agreement  dated  19th  July,  1945,  entered 
into  between  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food  and  this  Authority  whereby 
officers  of  this  Authority  are  empowered  to  supervise  such  fumigations  on  behalf  of 
the  Ministry  and  are  while  so  doing  indemnified  against  loss  of  life  or  accident 
the  preparation  of  the  vessel  was  carried  out  under  their  supervision 

The  shifting  boards  in  all  holds  and  shelter  deck  had  been  dismantled  so  that 
repairs  could  be  carried  out  and  instructions  were,  therefore,  given  that  these 
shifting  boards  should  be  placed  against  the  side  of  the  vessel  in  holds  and  shelter 
deck  at  an  angle  of  about  45°  with  a  space  of  at  least  one  inch  between  each  board 
The  hatch  covers  from  the  hatches  situate  in  the  shelter  deck  were  stacked  so  that  a 
clear  space  was  left  between  each  hatch.  Instructions  were  also  issued  that  all 
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separation  cloths  should  be  placed  in  the  shelter  deck  and  no  grain  should  be  swept 
up  until  the  fumigation  was  completed^  A  large  number  of  separation  cloths  found  to 
be  infested  which  were  stored  in  the  fore  peak  were  also  brought  out  and  spread  in  the 
shelter  deck 

The  vessel  was  then  prepared  as  follows. 

Foodstuffs  such  as  flour,  sugar,  dried  fruits  etc. ,  were  taken  from  the  prov¬ 
ision  storeroom  and  pla,ced  in  the  refrigerator,  the  doors  of  which  were  sealed  by 
means  of  adhesive  paper  It  was  considered  unwise  to  rely  upon  the  regrigerator 
being  gas  tight  as  the  doors  were  in  need  of  repair.  It  was  also  deemed  advisable 
that  the  provision  storeroom  should  be  fumigated  by  means  of  methyl  bromide  as  the 
deckhead  and  ventilator  shafts  could  not  be  relied  upon  to  be  gas  tight  and  a  concen 
tration  of  16  ozs  per  1  000  would  be  used  in  the  shelter  deck  at  the  other  side  of 
the  bulkheads 

One  length  of  limber  board  was  removed  along  the  entire  length  of  each  hold  on 
both  starboard  and  port  side  and  bilges  pumped  as  dry  as  possible.  The  funnel  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  stack  with  outer  casing  and  in  this  case  dam.pers  were  to  be  closed  down 
soon  after  fires  were  drawn  and  the  top  of  the  funnel  casing  covered  by  a  good  tar¬ 
paulin  which  was  to  be  lashed  down. 

The  hatches  were  prepared  as  in  the  case  of  a  K.C.N,  fumigation,  i.e  ,  alternate 
hatches  stacked  on  the  others  and  the  whole  hatch  covered  by  three  new  tarpaulins  in 
each  case.  It  was  considered  essential  that  each  hatch  be  covered  by  three  good  tar¬ 
paulins  as  the  penetration  power  of  methyl  bromide  is  considerable  in  this  instance 
the  vessel  already  had  one  good  tarpaulin  to  each  hatch  and  two  additional  tarpaulins 
per  hatch  were  being  shipped  for  use  on  board  during  the  coming  voyage.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  if  these  new  tarpaulins  had  not  been  available  that  considerable  extra 
work  and  expense  would  have  been  involved  in  preparing  the  hatches  in  the  m.anner 
recom.m, ended  by  the  Canadian  'loard  of  Agriculture  who  go  to  considerable  lengths  to 
assure  that  only  a  very  small  amount  of  methyl  bromide  is  allowed  to  escape  from  the 
hatch  coamings  This  involves  pasting  paper  over  all  spaces  when  hatches  are  in  pos 
ition  and  the  use  of  special  tarpaulins  which  are  gas  tight 

As  this  type  of  fumigation  was  new  on  the  North  East  Coast  the  owners  of  the 
vessel  were  approached  and  permission  sought  to  make  this  a  demonstration.  Such  per 
mission  was  readily  given  and  accordingly  invitations  were  issued  to  the  River  Blyth 
P.H  A.,  and  Commissioners,  River  Tyne  P.H.A,,  and  Commissioners,  River  Wear  Commis¬ 
sioners  Hartlepool  P.H.A.  and  Commissioners^ and  River  Tees  P.H.A.,  and  Commissioners, 

All  of  the  Port  Health  Authorities  invited  to  do  so  sent  representatives  and  a 
m.eeting  was  held  at  the  offices  of  this  Authority  at  9-30  a.  m.,  Saturday,  2nd  February, 
it  is  regretted  that  no  representatives  from  the  various  Harbour  Commissioners  were 
in  attendance. 

The  fumigating  firm  engaged  by  the  owners  was  the  Associated  Fumigators  Ltd  of 
London  and  their  managing  director  together  with  representatives  of  the  Ministry  from 
Hull  Liverpool  and  Newcastle  attended  the  meeting  This  took  the  form  of  a  lecture 
and  discussion  and  the  representatives  from  the  Port  Health  Authorities  expressed 
their  appreciation  of  the  careful  and  painstaking  m.anner  in  which  the  process  had  been 
described  and  their  enquiries  answered 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  the  ship  was  visited  a,nd  the  method  of  prepara 
tion  noted. 

It  was  previously  decided  that  all  of  the  cargo  spaces  including  the  deep  tanks 
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mast  houses,  forcastle  space  and  forepeak,  and  provision  storeroom  should  be  fumigated 
by  means  of  m.ethyl  bromide  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  ship  should  be  fumigated  by 
means  of  H.C.N,  at  a  concentration  of  12  ozs  per  1,000  cubic  feet  of  free  air  space. 

An  inspection  carried  out  at  11-30  a.m.  revealed  two  problems  which  had  not  been 
foreseen:  in  the  first  instance  the  Ministry  of  Transport  had  issued  instructions  for 
the  filling  of  the  deep  tanks  to  put  the  vessel  deeper  into  the  water  in  order  that 
they  could  carry  out  some  necessary  tests:  the  tanks  had  been  filled  to  a  depth  of 
fifteen  feet  and  then  the  pum^p  failed  and  unfortunately  could  not  be  repaired  that 
day.  The  water  supply  from  the  shore  was  not  of  sufficient  force  to  com.plete  the 
operation  and  we  were  thus  faced  with  the  decision  as  to  whether  the  tank  lids  should 
be  placed  in  position  and  m^ade  tight  or  to  proceed  with  the  fumigation  as  planned. 
Apparently  methyl  bromide  has  little  affinity  for  water  and  as  these  tanks  had  been 
used  for  the  carriage  of  grain  and  were  infested  it  was  considered  essential  that 
disinfestation  measures  should  be  applied  to  that  portion  (roughly  2/3)  of  the  tanks 
which  were  nor  covered  by  water  as  insect  life  was  present  on  all  bulkheads  and  beam.s. 

Should,  this  fum.igation  have  been  carried  out  by  means  of  H.C.N.  only,  at  a  con¬ 
centration  of  12  ozs  per  1,000,  it  would  have  meant  that  the  fumigation  would  have  had 
to  be  cancelled  until  such  time  as  the  tanks  were  com.pletely  filled,  and  then  closed, 
thus  drowning  all  insect  life  present  or  they  would  have  to  be  closed  while  partly 
filled  and  the  fumigation  carried,  out  with  the  possibility  of  re-infesting  the  shelter 
deck  when  they  were  re-opened.  The  clearing  of  tanks  containing  H.C.N.  gas  and  such 
a  large  amount  of  water  would  have  presented  extreme  difficulty,  especially  in  view 
of  the  fairly  large  concentration  involved,  and  on  the  other  hand  the  ship  owners 
would  have  gone  to  considerable  expense  to  ensure  that  the  vessel  was  free  of  all 
insect  life.  Either  way  it  would  have  m.eant  a  most  awkward  decision  to  have  to  ta,ke 
and  it  was  only  due  to  the  fact  that  methyl  bromide  was  being  employed  that  such  a 
decision  had  not  to  be  miade. 

The  other  problem  concerned  the  engineroom,  approximately  80, COO  cubic  feet.  It 
was  found  that  there  was  about  two  feet  six  inches  of  water  in  the  bilges  and  about 
nine  inches  under  some  of  the  machinery  and  none  of  this  could  now  be  pumped  out 
owing  to  the  break  down  of  the  pump. 

There  were  only  two  lines  of  action  -  to  proceed  and  fumigate  this  space  with 
m.ethyl  bromide  or  leave  it  entirely  alone  -  the  use  of  H.C.N,  where  such  a  large 
amount  of  water  was  present  was  out  of  the  question.  It  was  decided  to  fumigate  with 
methyl  bromide. 

This  vessel  was  lying  alongside  the  quay  of  a  dry-docking  company  and  we  were 
thus  able  to  arrange,  as  is  usually  done  in  the  case  of  H.C.N.  fumigations,  for 
large  fans  to  be  placed,  on  board  which  can  be  used,  either  as  blowers  or  extractors. 

One  of  these  was  placed  near  each  hatch  and  one  near  the  engineroom  skylights  and 
that  they  are  really  powerful  is  evinced  by  the  dockyard  manager  who  states  that  if 
turned  full  on  "'they  are  capable  of  blowing  out  the  bottom  of  the  ship”. 

Previous  experience  has  indicated  that  these  fans  are  invaluable  in  assisting 
to  clear  gas  from  inaccessible  spaces  on  board  of  ship  the  chief  difficulty  assoc¬ 
iated  with  these  is  that  they  will  work  only  on  a  400  voltage  and.  although  the  dock¬ 
yard  is  willing  to  hire  them  out  for  this  purpose  most  of  the  quays  in  this  port  are 
equipped  with  a  voltage  other  than  400. 

A  number  of  years  ago  m.any  vessels  carried  a  number  of  windsails,  especially  the 
engineroom  department,  unfortunately  this  is  not  the  case  today.  A  windsail,  where  a 
good  breeze  is  blowing,  win  clear  a  confined  space  in  a  few  hours  and  ship-owners 


7 


should  certainly  be  advised  to  keep  at  least  two  on  board. 

Preparations  were  not  coinpleted  until  about  5-00  p  .m. ,  and  the  cargo  spaces  and 
engineroom  were  the  first  to  be  fumigated.  The  fumigation  of  the  other  spaces  follow¬ 
ed  and  the  whole  operation  took  a  little  over  two  hours. 

It  vvas  decided  that  opening  up  of  all  spaces  should  begin  at  7-30  on  the  Sunday 
m.orning.  The  Harbour  Authorities,  River  Police,  and  Local  Pire  Brigade  were  all  noti 
fied  of  the  fumigation  and  the  gasses  employed  together  with  the  different  concen 
t rat ions. 

When  opened  up  on  the  Sunday  morning  a  good  stiff  breeze  was  blowing  and  all 
fans  put  into  operation.  Th^  vessel  was  declared  gas  free  early  in  the  evening  and 
thus  the  whole  operation  occupied  about  24  hours. 

After  inspection  the  Ministry  Officials  expressed  their  satisfaction  with  the 
fumigation  and  inspection  by  Officers  of  this  Authority  indicated  than  no  live  cockroaches 
were  then  present  in  any  of  the  accommodation,  galley,  pantry,  provision  storerooms 
or  engineroom. 

Details  of  the  Fumigation  are  as  follows: - 

588,350  Cubic  feet  at  16  ozs  Methyl  Bromide  per  1,000  cubic  feet  of 

free  eir  space. 

80,000  Cubic  feet  at  8  ozs  Methyl  Bromide  per  1,000  cubic  feet  of 

free  air  space. 

71,750  Cubic  feet  at  12  ozs  of  H.  G  .N.  per  1,000  cubic  feet  of 

free  air  space. 


Total: -740, 100 

Fumigations  for  the  destruction  of  insect  life  present  on  board  which  have  been 
carried  out  previously  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & 
Pood,  have  always  been  confined  to  H.C.N.  at  a  concentration  of  12  ozs  per  1,000  cubic 
feet  of  free  air  space  and  such  fumigations  have,  up  to  the  present,  always  been 
satisfactory. 

The  Ministry  Officials  have  indicated  that  they  hope  to  see  Methyl  Bromide  used 
more  extensively  in  future  . 

My  own  observations  are  that  owing  to  the  greater  penetrating  power  of  methyl 
bromide  it  is  to  be  preferred  for  the  destruction  of  insect  life;  it  will  penetrate 
an  accumulation  of  grain  and  appears  to  reach  even  those  insects  which  may  be  present 
under  ceiling  boards  and.  other  parts  of  the  vessel  which  cannot  be  reached  by  cyanide 
even  at  a  concentration  of  12  ozs  per  1,000. 

Any  water  which  may  be  present  in  a  vessel  presents  no  difficulty  and  it  also 
appears  to  clear  more  readily,  especially  in  atmospheric  conditions  which  produce 
condensation  on  the  steel  surfaces  of  the  vessel. 

The  fumigation  can  be  completed  in  approximately  twenty-four  hours  as  against 
the  minimum  of  thirty-six  hours  required  in  the  case  of  H.C.N. 

The  earning  capacity  of  the  vessel  for  a  half  a  day  must  be  considered  against 
the  expense  involved  in  keeping  the  vessel  another  twelve  hours  in  port  and  it  is 
thus  possible  that  the  expense  involved  in  such  type  of  fumigation  will  balance. 
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S/S  “CKARO"  OF  PANAMA  REPUBLIC 

Arrived  9/7/57  from  Montreal,  with  a  cargo  of  scrap  iron.  The  Master  presented 
a  Deratting  Exemption"'  Certificate  which  did  not  conform  to  the  International  Regu¬ 
lations,  and  which  had  in  any  case,  expired  while  the  vessel  was  loading  at  Montreal. 

During  discharge  evidence  of  Rat  infestation  was  found  to  exist  on  board  m  the 
Forecastle  Space.  No,  2  Hold.  Bridge  Deck.  After  Storeroom;  and  Lifeboats.  The  Agents 
were  notified  that  after  discharge  of  cargo  the  vessel  was  to  be  fumigated  and  a  new 
Certificate  issued  The  Agent.s  on  behalf  of  the  Ovners,  who  are  domiciled  in  Spain 
requested  that  the  vessel  be  allowed  to  proceed  to  Spain  where  arrangements  had  been 
made  for  repairs  to  be  carried  out  and  opportunity  would  be  taken  to  fumigate  the 
vessel  while  in  dry-dock  This  request  was  refused  for  the  following  reasons  - 

(a)  Certificate  issued  in  Antwerp  did  not  comply  with  International 
Regulations 

(b)  An  extension  of  one  month  may  in  certain  cases  be  granted  in  the  case  of 

a  vessel  proceeding  to  a  home’  port  -  in  this  instance  the  home’  port 

of  this  vessel  was  Panama  not  a  port  in  Spain. 

On  the  17th  July,  the  fumigating  company  engaged  by  the  Agents  reported  a  large 
amount  of  heavy  oil  in  the  bilges  of  No.  2  and  No.  3  holds,  on  exam.ination  it  was 
found  that  in  addition  the  tops  of  the  double  bottom  tanks,  which  contained  fuel  oil, 
were  leaking  to  such  an  extent  that  there  v.'as  an  accumulation  between  the  Tank  Top 
and  the  Ceiling  Under  these  circumstances  the  fumigating  company  refused  to  under 
take  the  risk  associated  with  fumigating  a  vessel  in  this  condition, 

A  second  fumigating  company,  who  were  requested  to  fumigate  the  vessel  by  means 
of  S.(?  (burning),  also  refused  to  undertake  the  fumigation 

The  only  alternative  method  was  fumigation  by  means  of  Methyl  Bromide  which 

would  have  been  very  costly,  and  was  abandoned.,  as  some  countries  are  loth  to  accept 

a  Certificate  when  this  type  of  fumigant  has  been  employed.  It  is  most  disquieting 
that  a  vessel  in  such  a  condition  can  be  brought  into  a  British  Port  where  it  is 
found  impossible  to  enforce  either  British  cr  International  Health  requirements  and 
therefore,  it  was  deemed  advisable  that  these  circumstances  should  be  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  nearest  Consul  General  of  Panama  A  reply  received  from  him  states  that 
such  conditions  are  not  tolerated  on  Panamanian  Ships  and  your  whole  Report  has  been 
forwarded  to  the  competent  department  of  the  Government  of  Panama  where  the  necessary 
steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  a  recurrence’'. 


HYDROGEN  CYANIDE  (FUMIGATION  OF  SHIPS)  REGULATIONS  1951 

Prior  to  fumigation  of  a  vessel  by  HC.N, ,  (Cyanide),  permission  was  given  for 
a  quantity  of  Ship  s  Provisions  to  be  removed  to  and  stored  in  the  Ship  s  refrigerator 
This  IS  the  usual  practice  and  as  an  additional  precaution  the  fumigating  company  are 
instructed  to  seal  the  joints  between  the  outer  door  and  frame  of  the  refrigerator 
with  adhesive  paper. 

On  this  occasion  at  the  termination  of  the  fumigation  the  usual  tests  were 
carried  out  and  unfortunately  these  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  contaminated  by 
Cyanide  They  were  accordingly  condemned  and  the  owners  agreed  that  they  should  be 
totally  destroyed  by  incineration  They  were  collected  from  the  vessel  under  the 
supervision  of  an  employee  of  this  Authority,  removed  to  the  Public  Incinerator  where 
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they  were  again  checked  by  an  Officer  of  this  Authority,  and  immediately  subjected, 
to  incineration.  It  was  found  that  the  rubber  insertion  around  the  frame  of  the  door 
of  the  refrigerator  was  slightly  defective  and  the  owners  agreed  to  accept  full 
responsibility  for  the  contamination  of  these  provisions.  The  appropriate  Certificate 
was  issued  to  Ship’s  Agent  for  later  transmission  to  H.M.  Customs  &  Excise,  West 
Sunniside,  Sunderland.  A  Certificate  of  Destruction  was  also  issued  to  H.M.  Customs 
&  Excise,  (Waterguard). 


DOCKERS  AFFECTED  BY  IRRITANT  SUBSTANCE  OR  GAS 

S/S  ''CHIEPTI  BOUTROS”  of  Lebanon^  arrived  from  Philadelphia,  U.S.A.,  21st 
February,  1957. 

On  the  m.orning  of  Wednesday,  27th  February,  a  telephone  call  was  received  from 
the  River  Wear  Commissioners  reporting  that  a  number  of  dockers  engaged  in  discharg¬ 
ing  scrap  iron  from  the  above  named  vessel  had  suffered  from  irritation  of  the  eyes 
which  had  necessitated  treatment  at  the  Royal  Eye  Infirmary. 

On  visiting  the  vessel  it  was  reported  that  about  twelve  dockers,  including  the 
man  at  the  top  of  the  hatch  who  directed  the  craneman,  had  been  affected;  in  the 
case  of  three  the  irritation  had  been  intense;  and  in  addition  to  the  irritation  two 
of  the  men  had  vomited. 

All  of  these  conditions  occurred  while  discharging  scrap  iron  from  num.ber  three 

hold. 


Enquiries  made  at  the  Royal  Eye  Infirmary  elicited  the  information  that  the 
irritation  (Corneal  Oedema  and  conjunctivitis)  could  have  been  caused  by  dust  or  some 
irritant  gas. 

Included  in  the  cargo  were  a  number  of  gas  cylinders  which  are,  upon  instructions 
from  the  British  Steel  Corporation,  always  cut  in  half  before  being  loaded  as  should 
whole  cylinders  be  placed  into  a  furnace,  the  scrap  iron  being  intended  for  re¬ 
smelting,  considerable  damage  could  result. 

These  cylinders  were  present  in  all  holds  of  the  vessel  and  no  untoward  incident 
had  occurred  during  the  discharge  of  the  other  holds. 

Work  had  been  suspended  in  that  particular  hold  and  Officials  of  the  River  Wear 
Commissioners  and  Dockers’  Union  asked  if  it  could  be  considered  safe  to  resume 
discharge  and  what  precautions  could  be  taken  during  the  time  it  would  take  to  com¬ 
plete  the  unloading  of  the  approximately  one  hundred  tons  of  remaining  scrap. 

Officials  of  the  Sunderland  Fire  Brigade  were  now  in  attendance  and  they  vol¬ 
unteered  to  test  the  hold  for  the  presence  of  gas;  in  this  case  only  the  presence  of 
any  explosive  or  inflammable  gas  would  be  detected.  The  result  was  negative. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  hold  only  a  faint  musty  smell  was  perceptible  but  this 
tended  to  bear  out  the  statement  of  the  dockers  that  ''some  sour  sort  of  smell  had 
been  present  the  day  before”. 

A  marine  chemist  also  arrived  at  the  vessel  but  as  he  had  come  direct  from  a 
job  in  the  neighbouring  port  he  did  not  have  with  him  the  equipment  necessary  to 
begin  tests.  After  being  informed  of  what  had  occurred  and  the  symptoms  displayed  by 
the  affected  dockers  he  stated  that  such  symptoms  corresponded  to  poisoning  by  Phosgene, 
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but  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  state  definitely  that  such  was  the  case. 

It  was  agreed  that  some  precaution  should  be  taken  to  safeguard,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  eyes  and  lungs  of  those  dockers  who  would  volunteer  to  complete  the 
discharge  of  that  particular  hold. 

An  application  was  made  to  the  Sunderland  Civil  Defence  Authority  for  the  loan 
of  four  gas  masks  which  would  be  equipped  with  air  pipes  of  sufficient  length  to 
enable  fresh  air  to  be  drawn  from  near  the  top  of  the  hatch  and  that  to  maintain 
efficient  working  two  gangs  would  be  employed  relieving  each  other  every  half  hour. 


No  tests  were  made  by  the  chemist  during  the  afternoon  as  he  was  unable  to  find 
a  concentration  sufficiently  strong  to  respond  to  any  kind  of  test,  and  the  Traffic 
Superintendent  of  the  River  Wear  Commissioners  thereupon  issued  instructions  that 
work  was  to  cease  at  5.00  p.m. 

Very  little  smell  was  perceptible  the  following  morning  and  the  discharge  was 
resumed  by  dockers  wearing  service  gas  masks.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the  previous 
type  of  mask  was  considered  safer  and  they  were  again  put  into  use. 

A  public  Analyst  also  visited  the  vessel  but  was  unable  to  give  any  opinion  as 
to  the  cause  of  the  incident. 

The  containers  from  the  masks  worn  by  the  dockers  were  submitted  to  the 
Lecturer  in  Chemistry  at  the  local  Technical  College,  but  again  no  conclusive  result 
could  be  obtained,  it  was  his  opinion  that  any  contamination  had  evaporated  before 
the  containers  were  handed  to  him., 

Reports  now  began  to  arrive  stating  that  a  number  of  dockers  engaged  in  the 
discharge  and  four  Officers  and  men  from  the  Nire  Brigade  who  had  boarded  the 
vessel  were  suffering  from  some  type  of  chest  complaint  and  all  had  sought  medical 
attention. 

Those  dockers  who  had  been  engaged  on  the  discharge  only  while  wearing  gas 
masks  were  now  complaining  of  irritation  of  the  skin  of  the  chest  and  other  parts  of 
the  body.  In  all  twenty-three  individuals  were  affected  to  some  degree,  those  most 
seriously  affected  requiring  detention  in  hospital  and  medical  supervision  for  som.e 
days , 

The  Ship's  Agent  later  reported  that  the  vessel  had  left  for  Hampton  Roads, 
U.S.A,,  for  orders  and  it  was  thought  advisable  to  notify  the  United  States  Health 
Authorities  requesting  that  any  information  they  gathered  as  a  result  of  any  enquiries 
they  decided  to  institute  with  regard  to  aay  further  incident  which  may  have  occurred 
during  the  voyage  should  be  forwarded  to  this  Authority.  Their  reply,  received  some 
tim.e  later,  stated  that  the  vessel  had  not  arrived  in  any  United  States  Port, 

The  names  and  addresses  of  all  affected  dockers  were  received  from,  the  River 
Wear  Commissioners  and  arrangements  made  for  them  to  be  visited  regularly  by  Health 
Visitors  employed  by  the  Sunderland  County  Borough,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
South  Shields,  was  given  the  names  and  addresses  of  three  dockers  who  had  been 
em.ployed  on  the  vessel  and  who  were  reported  to  be  suffering  from  chest  complaints  . 

The  Authorities  of  the  Royal  Eye  Infirmary  have  indicated  that  no  permanent 
injury  will  result  to  the  eyes  of  the  dockers  involved. 
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It  IS  impossible  to  give  any  definite  opinion  as  to  the  exact  cause  of  this 
occurrence,  various  theories  have  been  propounded  including  mass  liysteria,  but  the 
irritation  to  the  eyes  and  the  conjestion  of  the  chests  of  twenty-three  people,  four 
of  them  members  of  a  Pire  Brigade,  cannot  be  explained  in  this  fashion. 

The  whole  episode  still  remains  a  mystery. 


TRANSPORT  OP  BOG-ORE: 

A  complaint  was  received  at  a  meeting  of  the  Health  Committee  with  regard  to 
the  foul  smell  emanating  from  load?  of  Bog-  Ore,  imported  from  Denmark,  which  were 
being  transported  from  the  Docks  area  through  the  town  in  open  lorries. 

Bog-Ore,  sometim.es  referred,  to  as  Limonite,  is  an  earthy  substance  containing 
clay,  sand,  and  soil  with  a  varying  proportion  of  iron  ore  and  is  imported  into 
Sunderland  by  the  MorthemGas  Board  for  use  in  purifying  coal  gas. 

It  has  a  slight  earthy  sm.ell.  The  cargo  which  was  evidently  the  subject  of 
complaint  was  much  drier  than  usual,  in  the  majority  of  instances  a  fair  proportion 
of  moisture  is  present,  and  in  this  case  part  of  the  consignment  had  to  be  trans¬ 
ported  by  road  as  it  was  to  be  delivered  at  works  where  no  convenient  sidings  were 
available. 

After  being  notified  of  the  complaint  an  Officer  of  this  Authority  telephoned  an 
Official  of  the  Northern  Gas  Board  and  pointed  out  that  there  was  a  danger  of  this 
material  being  blown  from  the  lorries  into  food  shops  and  suggested  that  he  co¬ 
operate  by  having  any  future  loads  sheeted  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  Silver  Sand 
which  IS  imported  regularly  every  week.  After  some  discussion  he  gave  a  half-hearted 
assent. 

A  few  days  later  we  were  informed  by  the  Managing  Director  of  Messrs.  J.P. 
I’arshall  &  Son  Ltd,  that  the  Northern  Gas  Board  had  informed  him  that  the  time  spent 
on  sheeting  these  cargoes  would  be  at  least  ten-twelve  minutes  per  load  and  that  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  cost  of  transport  would  result.  They  further  intimated 
that  if  any  part  of  these  cargoes  was  to  be  transported  by  road  in  the  future  the 
vessels  would  be  diverted  to  another  port  where  sheeting  would  not  be  requested. 

This  trade  is  likely  to  expand  and  would  be  a  welcome  addition  to  the  trade  of 
this  port. 

Although  the  substance  is  apparently  usually  regarded  as  being  innocuous  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  submit  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical 
analysis.  The  result  of  the  bacteriological  examination  disclosed  a  count  of  210, OOG 
organisms  per  gram,  including  coliform  organisms,  this  indicated  that  the  substance 
IS  very  dirty  and  probable  contamination  by  sewage.  The  sample  submitted  was  not 
from  the  cargo  which  gave  rise  to  the  complaint,  but  is  probably  indicative  of  the 
Bog-Ore  from  that  particular  area  of  Denmark.  The  Certificate  received  from  the 
Public  Analyst  reported  '‘“I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  same  is  a  normal  sample  of  Bog 
Iron  Ore,  i.e  hydrated  oxide  used  in  the  purification  of  coal  gas.  It  is  non 
poisonous,  and  is  no  more  injurious  than  ordinary  dust,  although  this  sample,  on 
bacteriological  examination,  proved  to  be  far  from  sterile.  Any  dust,  however,  which 
can  blow  on  to  foodstuffs,  is  objectionable,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  lorries  trans¬ 
porting  this  material,  should  be  covered  by  tarpaulin*^. 
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The  Health  Committee  had  already  agreed  to  the  covering  by  tarpaulin,  when 
necessary,  of  lorry  loads  of  Bog  Ore  passing  through  town  from  the  port,  discretion 
to  use  this  authority  being  left  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  . 

The  River  Wear  Commissioners  objected  to  this  resolution  on  the  grounds  that 
sheeting  raises  the  cost  of  transport  and  thus  may  cause  the  Bog  Ore  Trade  to  be  taken 
elsewhere  than  the  River  Wear.  The  Trader  in  this  instance  is  the  Northern  Region  Gas 
Board.  Accordingly  senior  representatives  of  the  Gas  Board  (Messrs.  Black,  Hanks  and 
Richardson)  met  the  Manager  of  the  River  Wear  Commissioners  and  myself  to  discuss  the 
question  of  the  transport  of  Bog  Ore. 

The  Board’s  Chief  Chemist  gave  statistics  to  show  that,  on  average  Bog  Ore  con- 
tains  nearly  50%  water  and  in  this  condition,  is  not  likely  to  be  blown  from  a  trans¬ 
porting  lorry. 

I  gave  an  assurance  that  the  authority  which  I  received  from  the  Health  Committee 
would  be  used  only  in  the  most  extreme  circumstances,  and  after  consultation  with  Mr. 
Lonsdale  of  the  Commissioners,  but  I  maintained  that  the  Health  Committee’s  resolution, 
which  was  a  good  Public  Health  measure,  should  remain  unchanged. 


SEWER  OUTFALL: 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Master  of  the  M/V.  '"CARDIFFBROOK”,  complaining 
of  the  foul  smell  emanating  from  the  sewer  outfall  at  Lambton  Staiths.  The  smell 
from  this  sewer  is  undoubtedly  most  unpleasant  to  members  of  the  crews  of  vessels 
which  load  at  this  particular  berth,  the  matter  has  previously  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  and  it  appears  that  little  can  be  done  to  mitigate  the  nuisance. 


POLUTION  OF  BEACHES: 

A  letter  was  received  in  which  complaint  was  made  of  '"large  quantities  of  sewage 
in  its  most  unpleasant  form”  being  present  at  the  waters  edge  at  the  Whitburn  end  of 
the  beach.  A  survey  of  the  beach  extending  from  the  northern  Borough  Boundary  to  the 
Old  North  Pier  was  made  on  Wednesday,  20th  June,  when  a  certain  amount  of  pollution 
was  found  to  exist. 


REPORT'  State  of  Tide:- 

SEA;  “ 

WIND:  - 


Ebb  &  Flood 

1  hour  before  and  1  hour  after  Low  Water 
Slight  swell. 

East  North  East, 


BEACH  FROM  BOROUGH  BOUNDARY: 

(North)  To  Cat  and  Dog  Steps:-  No  apparent  fouling  of  Beach.  Sea  Water  contaminated 

by  sewage  from  sewer  immediately  opposite  lower  end 
of  Dyke lands  Road,  Most  pollution  was  to  south  of 
sewer  mouth  and  probably  due  to  set  of  tide  and 
direction  of  wind. 


Sewage  was  present  in  pools  among  rocks. 
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BEACH  FROM  CAT  8i  POG  STEPS  TO 

NORTH  PIER:-  No  apparent  fouling  of  Beach.  Sea  water  contam¬ 

inated  by  sewage  from  sewer  situate  opposite 
Ravine  entrance  to  Roker  Park. 

Again  most  pollution  was  to  south  of  sewer  mouth. 

Amount  of  Seaweed  present  at  High  Water  Mark. 

BEACH  FROM  NORTH  PIER  TO  OLP 

NORTH  PIER:  -  Som.e  evidence  of  pollution  of  Beach  at  South  end. 

Sea  water  also  polluted  by  sevvage  -  may  be  from 
River . 

Bathing  at  any  of  the  areas  where  pollution  of  the  sea  water  was  found  to  exist 
must  necessarily  involve  risk  to  health  by  either  ingestion  of  the  contaminated  sea 
water  or  inoculation  through  any  abrasion,  of  the  skin  which  might  be  present. 


EXTRACT  FROM  MINUTES  OF  HEALTH  COMvlITTEE  HEIi)  28th  AUGUST.  1957 

The  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health  referred  to  the  reference  in  the  Report  to  a 
complaint  received  of  "large  quantities  of  sewage  in  its  most  unpleasant  form”  being- 
present  in  the  waters  edge  at  Whitburn  beach,  and  he  recommended  that  he  be  authorised, 
to  make  arrangements  for  a  local  investigation  in  which  samples  of  water  from  various 
points  in  the  sea  and  river  at  various  times  and  states  of  tide  would  be  taken  over  a 
period  and  submitted  for  analysis.  A  charge  would  be  payable  by  the  Authority  for 
this  latter  service.  This  investigation  might  enable  the  Authority  to  trace  the  source 
of  the  contam.ination  and  ascertain  whether  contamination  was  gross. 


RESOLVED  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health  be 
approved  and  adopted. 


DANGEROUS  DRUGS  (NO.  3)  REGULATIONS,  1923 
DANGEROUS  DRUGS  ACT,  1951 
THE  DANGEROUS  DRUGS  REGULATIONS,  1953 
(S.I.  1953.  NO.  499.  13.2(a).  (b).) 

Applications  were  received,  from  the  Masters  of  4  Foreign  Owned  vessels  for 
authority  to  procure  such  quantity  of  drugs  and  preparations  as  may  be  certified  by 
the  medical  officer  of  health  of  the  port  health  authority  within  whose  jurisdiction 
the  ship  is  or,  in  his  absence,  by  the  assistant  medical  officer  of  health,  to  be 
necessary  for  the  equipment  of  the  ship  until  it  reaches  its  home  port.  Of  these,  3 
applications  were  received  from  the  Masters  of  Foreign  Owned  vessels  which  had  been 
built  at  this  port. 

M/V.  '"'DONA  KATERINA”  of  Liberia  -  Agents  of  this  vessel  were  notified  that  it 
would  be  necessary  for  the  Master  to  make  application  for  authorisation  to  purchase 
and  procure  a  quantity  of  dangerous  drugs  necessary  for  the  equipment  of  the  Life¬ 
boats  and  Medicine  Chest  on  board.  A  few  days  before  the  vessel  was  due  to  sail  no 
such  application  had  been  received;  upon  enquiry  the  Agent  stated  that  the  medicine 
chest  was  being  supplied  by  a  firm  of  shipping  chemists  in  London  and  that  an 
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application  would  be  made  for  a  local  chemist  to  supply  the  dangerous  drugs  necessary 
for  the  Lifeboat  kits  this  authorisation  was  later  issued.  Upon  pressing  the  matter 
again  with  the  Agent  it  was  found  that  the  London  Chemist  had  supplied  the  medicine 
chests  but  that  he  had  not  included  the  dangerous  drugs  which  were  later  put  on 
board  by  a  local  chemist  when  the  vessel  was  on  the  actual  point  of  sailing.  Pressure 
of  work  prevented  a  check  being  carried  out  to  ensure  that  a  double  supply  of  danger 
ous  drugs  had  not  been  shipped. 

S/S.  '^ALGERIAN''  arrived  from  Tripoli  -  Algiers  via  London  and  Hull  to  be  broken 
up  by  Messrs.  T.  Young  &  Sons  Ltd.  Shipbreakers,  South  Dock.  Upon  a  request  from  the 
Ship's  Agent  a  quantity  of  Dangerous  Drugs  from  the  medicine  chest  on  board  were 
removed  from  the  vessel  to  this  office  and  arrangements  m.ade  for  two  Lifeboat  First 
Aid  Kits  to  be  taken  in  charge  by  Messrs.,  G.P.  Fairman  &  Son  Ltd,  Chemist,  24  Vine 
Place,  Sunderland,  on  behalf  of  the  Owners  of  the  vessel.  Certificates  stating  the 
amount  and  type  of  each  drug  rem.oved  from  the  vessel  were  forwarded  to  H  iV! .  Customs 
&  Excise  Landing  Officer,  H.  M.  Customs  &  Excise  (Waterguard)  and  Ship’s  Agent.  With 
the  concurrence  of  H. M.  Customs  and  Ship’s  Agent  these  drugs  were  later  totally  des- 
troyed  by  incineration  or  pouring  into  the  drainage  system  at  this  office  and  the 
appropriate  Certificates  issued. 


LAUNCH  FACILITIES 

The  Sunderland  Port  Health  Authority  do  not  possess  any  launch,  arrangements, 
however,  were  m.ade  with  the  concurrence  of  the  River  Wear  Watch  Commissioners  and  the 
then  Chief  Constable,  Mr.  G.H.  Cook,  for  the  Imnch  of  the  River  Wear  Police  to  be 
placed  at  the  disposal,  in  certain  circumstances,  of  the  Officers  of  the  Port  Health 
Authority.  These  arrangements  include  the  conveyance  of  the  Port  Health  Authority 
Officers  to  vessels  lying  at  the  buoys  in  the  river  when  such  vessels  have  arrived 
from  an  infected  or  suspected  port  or  area,  and  the  removal  of  any  cases  of  sickness, 
including  Infectious  Disease,  from  any  vessel  lying  at  the  river  buoys,  to  a  suitable 
landing  place  on  shore  where  an  ambulance  could  be  waiting.  Where  a  case  of  Infectious 
Disease  is  landed  by  launch,  the  launch  would  be  disinfected  as  soon  afterwards  as 
possible. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  arrangements  are  subject  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  River  Police  Service,  and  that  at  some  time  the  launch  may  not  be  available,  being 
engaged  on  police  duties 

Until  such  tim.e  as  a  launch  is  provided  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Port  Health 
Authority,  the  arrangements  enumerated  above  will  have  to  serve 


FOREIGN  HJ^Y  &  STRAW  ORDER,  1912 

Three  vessels  arrived  for  discharge  of  cargoes  of  potatoes  or  onions  from  Hol¬ 
land  and  Belgium  A  quantity  of  straw  used  in  the  stowage  of  the  cargoes  of  each 
vessel  was  brought  ashore  during  discharging  operations  and  instructions  were  issued 
to  the  Wharfingers  that  this  straw  m.ust  be  collected  and  disposed  of  by  incineration 
Under  the  above  and  subsequent  Orders  the  landing  into  this  country  of  straw  from 
Continental  countries,  unless  under  special  licence  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  is  prohibited. 
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OFFICIAL  VISIT  OF  H.M.S.  “JAMAICA”  AND  H.M.S.  “REWARD” 


These  vessels  arrived  llth  July  and  a  complaint  was  received  the  following 
morning  from  Captain  Lenox -Conyngham  relative  to  the  rat  infested  condition  of  the 
Corporation  Quay  together  with  a  request  for  the  loan  of  a  number  of  Rat  Guards  which 
were  to  be  affixed  to  the  mooring  ropes  and  wires. 

One  dozen  rat  guards,  at  a  cost  of  £9,  were  ordered  after  consultation  with 
Officials  of  the  Town  Clerk’s  Department.  These  were  made  and  supplied  that  day  and 
were  in  use  until  the  vessel  sailed,  they  have  now  been  returned  and  are  at  present 
deposited  in  this  office.  Normally  very  little  rat  infestation  is  present  on  the 
Corporation  Quay,  but  in  this  particular  instance  they  were  possibly  attracted  by 
the  amount  of  refuse  which  was  deposited  from  the  naval  vessels  on  to  the  quay  to 
await  the  daily  collection  m.ade  by  the  Cleansing  Departm.ent. 

In  view  of  this  complaint  arrangements  were  made  whereby  the  collection  of 
refuse  was  made  twice  daily,  the  latter  collection  being  made  as  late  in  the  day  as 
possible  so  as  to  reduce  the  amount  of  waste  which  would  be  left  overnight  on  the 
quay. 


CO-OPERATION 

I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  for  the  valuable  assistance  given  by  Surveyor  H.M. 
Customs  &  Excise  and  his  staff.  Officers  of  the  River  Wear  Commissioners.  H.M. 
Coastguard,  Sunderland  Pilotage  Authority,  River  Wear  Police,  and  Shipping  Agents 
who  have  so  willingly  co-operated  with  the  Port  Health  Authority. 


J.  MACLACHLAN, 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Port  Health  Authority  Offices, 
Corporation  Quay, 

SUlNT/ERLArC. 


March,  1958. 
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SECTION  I  “  STAFF 
TABLE  A 


Name  of  Officer, 

Qualifications  and 

Nature  of  Appointment 

Date  of 
Appointment 

Any  other  appointments  held 

J.  Maclachlan,  M.B.  ,Ch.B. ,  D .P.  H. 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

1.10.56 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Principal  School  Medical  Officer 

R.S.  Thubron,  M.B.  ,B.S.  ,D.  O.M.S. 
Deputy  Port  Medical  Officer  of 

Health 

14.2.51 

General  Practice, 

Admiralty  Surgeon  and  Agent 

C.C.  Pickering,  Cert.,  R.S. I., 

Cert. ,  Meat  and  Other  Foods, 

Chief  Port  Health  Inspector 

1.2.45 

None 

Assistant  Port  Health  Inspector 

Position 
vacant  from 
1.  1.53 

C.  R.  Hicks,  Clerk 

30.7.48 

None 

T.  Wright, 

Official  Rodent  Operator 

22.10.56 

Resigned 

12  .10.57 

None 

E.  Atkinson, 

Official  Rodent  Operator 

22. 10.57 

None 

G.S,  Me  Intire,  C.B.E.  ,M,A.  ) 

Clerk  to  the  Port  Health  Authority  ) 

L.  Smith,  E.I.M.T.A.,  A.S.A.A.  .  ) 

Treasurer  to  the  Port  Health  Authority) 

Address  and  Telephone  No.  of  the  Port  ) 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  ) 

Private  address  and  Telephone  No.  of  ) 
Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ) 

Private  address  and  Telephone  No.  of  ) 
Chief  Port  Health  Inspector  ) 

Port  Health  Authority,  ) 

Corporation  Quay,  Sunderland  ) 


Town  Hall, 

Sunderland. 

Town  Hall, 

Sunderland. 

Health  Department,  '  Thornholme'", 
Thornholme  Road,  Sunderland. 

26  Thornhill  Terrace,  Sunderland. 
Telephone  No.  -  Sunderland:  57307. 

9  Claremont  Road,  Roker,  Sunderland. 
Telephone  No.  -  Sunderland:  3031, 


Telephone  No.  -  Sunderland:  56178. 
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SECTION  II  “  AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 

TABLE  B 


Number  Inspected 

Number  of 

Ships  Reported 

Ships  from 

Num.be  r 

1 

Tonnage 

2 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of  Health 

3 

By  the 
Port  Health 
Inspector 

4 

as  having,  or 
having  had, 
during  the 
voyage. 
Infectious 
disease  on 

Board 

5 

Foreign  Ports 

289 

204, 902 

23 

248 

6 

Coastwise 

1,647 

1,256,693 

5 

1,158 

1 

TOTAL 

1,936 

1,461,595 

28 

1,406 

7 

Note:  The  figures  given  in  columns  1  and  2  are  supplied  by  the  courtesy  of  H.H, 
Surveyor  of  Customs  and  Excise,  Sunderland, 

The  figure  of  248  in  column  4  relates  to  ships  direct  from  foreign  ports  and 
the  figure  of  1,158  for  Coastwise  shipping  includes  96  vessels  which  had 
proceeded  from  foreign  ports  and  called  at  another  United  Kingdom  port  before 
arriving  in  this  port. 


SECTION  III  -  CHARACTER  OF  SHIPPING  &  TRADE  OF  PORT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 

TABLE  C 


PASSENGER  TRAFFIC:  Total  number  of  Alien  Passengers  Landed  -  4 

Total  number  of  Alien  Passengers  Embarked  -  17 

Total  number  of  British  Passengers  Landed  -  23 

Total  number  of  British  Passengers  Embarked  -  33 

Number  of  Alien  Seamen  under  contract  to  join 

Ships  in  British  Waters  -  Nil 

Stowaways  -  Nil 

Total  number  of  Passengers  Landed  -  27 

Total  number  of  Passengers  Embarked  -  50 


TOTAL 


77 
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CARGO  TRAFFIC:  PRINCIPAL  IMPORTS: 

177.557  tons 
169.252  tons 
52,370  tons 
50, 193  tons 
14,613  tons 
12,223  tons 
10,584  tons 
6,336  tons 
3 , 904  tons 


TOTAL  497, 032  tons 


PRINCIPAL  EXPORTS: 

Petroleum  &  Benzole 
Machinery 
Limestone 
Sundries 


TOTAL  58,788  tons 


40,516  tons 
13,093  tons 
3,401  tons 
1, 778  tons 


Iron  &  Steel  Scrap 

Petroleum  in  Bulk 

Cem.ent 

Sundries 

Props 

Timber 

Esparto  Grass 
Wood  Pulp 
Iron  &  Steel 


During  the  year  1957  the  total  number  of  vessels  Cleared  from  the  Port  was  1,947, 
a  decrease  of  195  vessels  on  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Those  engaged  in  the  Coasting  trade  number  1,657  and  in  the  European  trade  233, 
whilst  57  were  trading  beyond  Europe. 

The  registered  tonnage  of  vessels  amounted  to  1,625,052  registered  tons,  com¬ 
pared  with  1,839,308  registered  tons  in  1956,  a  decrease  of  214,256  registered  tons. 

A  marked  feature  in  connection  with  the  Import  Trade  of  the  Port  has  been  the 
discharge  of  over  177,000  tons  of  Iron  &  Steel  Scrap;  with  the  exception  of  seventeen 
cargoes  which  arrived  Coastwise  all  of  the  above  cargoes  arrived  from  Canada,  Germany, 
Holland,  Jamaica,  Libya,  Portugal,  Reunion  Island,  Trinidad,  U.S.A.  and  W.  Africa. 

Figures  relative  to  the  "Trade  of  the  Port”  were  kindly  supplied  by  the  courtesy 
of  Mr.  E.  Lonsdale,  General  [Manager  and  Clerk  to  the  River  Wear  Commissioners. 


PRINCIPAL  PORTS  FROM  WHICH  VESSELS  ARRIVED  DURING  1957 


Aden  Colony  (British) 

Algeria 

Argentina 

Aruba  Island 

Australia 


Aden 

Algiers,  Arzew,  Bona,  Bougie,  Nemours,  Oran 
Bahia  Blanca,  Buenos  Aires 
Punt  a  Card,  on 

Albany,  Fremantle,  Gera  Id  ton,  Ivlackay,  Sydney 


Azores 


Horta,  Ponta  Delgada 


Belgium 


Antwerp,  Ghent,  Ostend 


Brazil 

Vitoria 

Canada 

Clarke  City,  Halifax  N.S.,  Montreal,  Quebec, 

Seven  Islands,  St.  John  N.B. ,  St.  Johns  N  .F. 

Canary  Islands 

(Spanish)  Las  Palmas 

Cuba 

Ant ilia,  Matananza 

Curacao  Islind 

(Dutch)  Willemstad 

Denmark 

Aalborg,  Abenraa,  Copenhagen,  Ebsjerg,  Elsinore, 
Fredericia,  Grenaa.  Haderslev,  Korsor,  Kyndby, 
Nykobing,  Ronneby,  Struer, Sundby,  Sundborg, 

Svendborg, Turo,  Vilsund 

Egypt 

Port  Said,  Suez 

Eire 

Cork,  Dublin 

France 

Bayonne,  Calais,  Dieppe,  Dunkirk,  La-Pallice, 
Le-Havre,  Marseilles,  Rochefort,  Rouen,  St.  Louis 
(Rhone) 

French  Guinea 

Conakry 

Finland 

Abo,  Hamina,  Helsinki,  Jacobstad,  Kasko,  Kemi,  Kotka, 
Kristinestad,  Mantyluoto,  Mariehamn,  Oulu,  Raumo, 
Toppila,  Yxpila 

Germany 

Brake,  Bremen,  Bremerhaven,  Brunsbuttel,  Cuxhaven, 
Emden,  Hamburg,  kiel,  Rendsburg,  Rostock,  Wismar 

Ghana 

Takoradi 

Gibraltar 

Gibraltar 

Greece 

Itea,  Patras,  Piraeus,  Thessaloniki 

Holland 

Amsterdam,  Delfzyl,  Groningen,  Middelharnis 
Rotterdam,  Terneuzen,  Ymuiden,  Zaandam 

India 

Bombay,  Vizagapatam 

Iran 

Bandar  Ivlashur 

Italy 

Genoa,  Leghorn  Naples,  Salerno  Venice 

Ivory  Coast 

Abidjan 

Jamaica 

Kingston 

Kenya 

Mombasa 

Libya 

Benghazi,  Tobruk,  Tripoli 
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Malta  Island  (British) 

Valletta 

Malaya 

Singapore 

Mexico 

Coatzacoalcos,  Tampico 

Mocambique 

Beira 

Morocco  (French  Zone) 

Casablanca 

Morocco  (Spanish) 

Ceuta 

New  Caladonia  (French) 

Noumea 

Nigeria 

Lagos,  Sapele 

Norway 

Arendal,  Drammen,  Narvik,  Risor,  Sarpsborg, 

Skien,  Stavanger 

Poland 

Gdansk,  Gdynia,  Swinoujscie,  Szczecin 

Portugal 

Leixoes,  Lisbon 

Puerto  Rico  (American) 

San  Juan 

Re-Union  Island  (French) 

Pointe  des  Galets 

Senegal 

Dakar 

Sierra  Leone 

Freetown 

Spain 

Bilbao,  Seville,  Torrevieja,  Valencia 

Syria 

Banias 

Sweden 

Blankaholm,  Dorns jo,  Gamleby,  Gefle,  Gothenborg, 
Halmstad,  Hargshamn,  Hernosand,  Holmsund, 
Hudiksvall,  Kalmar,  Karlshamn,  Karlstad, 
Kopmanholmen,  Kramfors,  Kristinehamn,  Malmo, 
Norrkoping,  Nykobing,  Oskarshamn,  Oxelosund, 
Ronney,  Simrishamn,  Slite,  Solvesborg,  Soraker, 
Sprangsviken,  Stockholme,  Stugsund.  Sundsvall, 
Uddevalla,  Valdermarsvik,  Valleviken,  Ystad 

Tahiti  Island 

Papeete 

Tanganyika 

Dar-es -Salaam,  Mtwara,  Tanga 

Trinidad  (British) 

Fortin  Point,  Port  of  Spain 

Tunisia 

Susa 

Turkey 

Istanbul 

U.S.A. 

Baltimore,  M.D. ,  Baton  Rouge  L.A. ,  Boston  (Mass), 
Charleston  S. C.A. ,  Houston  (Texas),  Miami  F.A.. 
New  Orleans  L.A. ,  New  York  N.  Y. ,  Norfolk  V.A., 
Philadelphia  V. A, ,  Portland  (Maine),  Port  Ever¬ 
glades  F.A. ,  Richmond  V.A. .  Savannah  G.A. , 

Tampa  F.A,,  Wilmington  N.C.A. 
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Union  of  South  Africa 
U.S.S.R. 

Uruguay 

Venezuela 

SECTION 

Not 


Capetown,  Durban 

Archangel,  Leningrad,  Murmansk 

Montevideo 

La  Guaira  Puerto  Cabello 

V  “  INLAND  BARGE  TRAFFIC 

applicable  to  this  Port 


SECTION  V  “  WATER  SUPPLY 

1.  (a)  The  water  supply  of  the  Port  is  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields 

Water  Company.  The  water  is  derived  from  deep  wells  sunk  in  the  magnesium  limestone 
rock  and  from  Burnhope  Reservoir  catchment  area,  approximately  45  miles  to  the  West 
in  the  Durham  Hills. 

(b)  The  water  supplied  to  shipping  is  principally  derived  from  deep  wells  and 
bore-holes  in  the  magnesium  limestone  and  is  supplied  to  vessels  by  two  methods,  (i) 
direct  from  hydrant  on  the  quay  or  (li)  brought  alongside  by  water  boat  and  by  means 
of  hose  pumped  from  there  into  fresh  water  tanks  on  vessels. 

2  There  is  only  one  Water  Boat  at  present  operating  at  this  Port  and  regular 
inspections  have  ensured  that  it  is  kept  in  a  good  sanitary  condition.  This  vessel  is 
privately  owned, 


WATER  SAMPLES  “  1957 


Source 

Plate  Count 
(a)  at  37°C 
(2  Days 
incubation) 

Plate  Count 
fb)  at  20-22°C 
(3  Days 

incubation) 

Presumprive  Coliform  Count; 
probable  number  of  Coliform 
Bacilli  Present 

Sample  taken  from  Fresh 
water  tap  in  Galley, 

S/S.  BANKSTONE'’ 

26/9/57 

Sample  No  405. 

Bacilli  Coil  7  per  100  ml 
of  water. 

Faecal  Coil 

3  per  100  ml  of  water. 
Unsatisfactory 

FRESH  WATER  SUPPLY  ON  VESSEL 

S/S  BANKSTONE'  arrived  24/9/57,  from  Abidjan  and  Lagos  As  some  small  repairs 
were  to  be  carried  out  during  discharge  the  Superintendent  was  advised  to  have  the 
Fore  Peak  Tank  cleansed  from  which  all  of  the  drinking  water  on  board  was  supplied 

A  sample  of  water  was  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  about  three 
days  later  the  Bacteriologist  telephoned  stating  that  an  adverse  Report  was  to  be 
expected  The  Master  was  then  advised  to  Chlorinate  all  the  supply  as  the  vessel  was 
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to  proceed  to  West  African  Ports.  A  few  hours  before  the  vessel  was  due  to  sail  a 
Certificate  was  received  from  the  Bacteriologist  which  indicated  that  faecal  pollution 
was  present.  The  Ship’s  Agent  was  notified  by  telephone  and  requested  to  emphasise  to 
the  Master  that  chlorination  was  now  not  only  desirable  but  necessary.  The  Agents  were 
also  notified  by  letter,  which  they  forwarded  to  the  Owners  of  the  vessel;  a  letter 
received  by  the  Agents  from  the  Owners  expressed  thanks  to  the  Port  Health  Authority 
for  the  information,  and  also  gave  an  assurance  that  instructions  would  be  issued  for 
the  thorough  cleansing  of  all  sources  of  water  supply  on  board  as  soon  as  ever  pos¬ 
sible. 

DRINKING  WATER  SUPPLY  ON  VESSEL: 

During  inspection  of  a  large  Tanker  at  the  time  undergoing  extensive  refit  in 
dry-dock,  it  was  reported  that  the  drinking  water  supply  on  board  was  partly  derived 
from  water  carried  in  the  Pore -Peak  and  then  transferred  by  means  of  the  deck  service 
pipe  to  the  gravity  Fresh  Water  Tanks.  Both  of  these  sources  are  liable  to  pollution 
and  the  attention  of  the  Chief  Surveyor,  Ministry  of  Transport,  was  directed  to  the 
matter  with  a  request  that  he  assist  this  Authority  in  pursuading  the  Owners  to 
adopt  an  alternative  means  of  supply. 

The  Chief  Surveyor  later  reported  that  a  notice  relative  to  storage  and  distri¬ 
bution  of  potable  water  was  being  distributed  to  Shipowners  and  Masters,  The  notice 
referred  to  the  precautions  which  should  be  taken  to  ensure  a  pure  supply  of  Fresh 
Drinking  Water  and  a  copy  of  such  notice  had  been  forwarded  to  the  Master  and  Owners 
of  the  vessel  concerned. 

The  Owners  decided  to  adopt  the  suggested  recommendations. 


SECTION  VI  -  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS,  1952 

Up-to-date  information  is  compiled  from  the  weekly  record  of  quarantinable 
diseases  received  from  the  World  Health  Organization,  which  clearly  and  comprehensively 
lists  the  ports  and  areas  which  are  infected  or  believed  to  be  infected  with  quarant¬ 
inable  disease,  or  which  may  serve  other  places  or  areas  so  infected  or  believed  to 
be  infected,  including  areas  which  have  been  delineated  as  yellow  fever  endemic  zones 
by  the  World  Health  Organisation  pursuant  to  the  International  Sanitary  Regulations, 
These  weekly  records  are  carefully  scrutinised  to  ascertain  any  changes  in  any 
infected  or  suspected  ports  or  areas  and  for  fresh  outbreaks  of  quarantinable 
diseases,  and  amended  lists  are  forwarded  to  H. M,  Customs  and  Excise  (Waterguard)  and 
also  to  the  Pilot  Ruler,  Sunderland  Pilotage  Authority,  The  method  used  for  trans¬ 
mission  of  this  information  is  by  post,  the  letter  being  marked  "Confidential" . 


RADIO  MESSAGES: 

As  this  Port  is  of  a  concise  area  it  has  not  been  considered  necessary  for  radio 
permission  to  be  given  to  a  ship  to  proceed  direct  to  its  intended  place  of  mooring, 
discharge  or  loading, 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  DEALING  WITH  DECLARATIONS  OF  HEALTH: 

Before  pratique  is  granted,  the  Master  of  a  foreign-going  vessel  arriving  from 
a  foreign  port  must  ascertain  the  state  of  health  of  all  persons  on  board  and  sign 
a  "Declaration  of  Health”  in  the  prescribed  form.  When  completed,  the  Declaration  is 
handed  to  the  Customs  Officer  or  Officer  of  the  Port  Health  Authority,  whoever  is  the 
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first  to  board  the  vessel.  Officers  of  the  Port  Health  Authority  when  boarding  vessels 
from  foreign  before  the  Customs,  give  an  All  Clear"'  Certificate,  which  is  delivered 
to  the  Customs  Officer  who  subsequently  boards  the  vessel. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  signed  Declarations  of  Health  which  have 
been  tendered  to  Customs  Officers  are  collected  as  soon  as  possible  from  the  Water ^ 
guard  Offices  by  the  Port  Health  Inspectors  who  check  them  when  visiting  the  respect¬ 
ive  ships. 

Declaration  of  Health  forms  are  Issued  to  Masters  by  Customs  and  Port  Health 
Officers,  also  at  the  Custom  House  when  outward  bound  vessels  are  clearing  for 
foreign 

The  number  of  Declarations  of  Health  rendered  to  the  Port  Health  Authority 
during  1957  was  202  compared  with  165  for  the  preceding  year,  none  of  which  reported 
infectious  diseases  on  board  on  arrival,  25  Declarations  of  Health  were  rendered  by 
Masters  of  vessels  trading  between  ’excepted""  ports  and  this  country  who  normally 
would  not  have  rendered  such  a  Declaration. 

BOARDING  OF  VESSELS  ON  ARRIVAL, 

During  the  year  under  review,  66  vessels  arriving  direct  from  foreign  ports  were 
met  immediately  on  arrival  by  officers  of  the  Port  Health  Authority. 

The  majority  of  these  vessels  arrived  from  North  Africa.  East  Africa  and  North 
America  and  in  most  instances  medical  examination  of  all  persons  on  board  was  carried 
out. 


Vessels  arriving  from  the  nearer  Continental  ports  which  may  have  previously 
been  in  any  of  the  areas  mentioned  above,  were  also  met  on  arrival. 

Vessels  arriving  solely  from  Norway  Denmark,  Sweden  and  the  near  Continental 
ports  were  visited  as  soon  as  practicable  during  the  normal  working  hours. 

52  vessels  arrived  and  were  boarded  outside  of  normal  working  hours., 

NOTIFICATION  TO  THE  AUTHORITY  OF  INWARD  VESSELS  REQUIRING  SPECIAL 
ATTENTION  (WIRELESS  MESSAGES  LAND  SIGNAL  STATIONS,  INFORMATION  FROM 
PILOTS.  CUSTOMS  OFFICERS,  ETC  ) 

The  provision  of  the  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952,  relating  to 
wireless  messages  apply  to  the  Port  of  Sunderland- 

The  Master  of  any  foreign-going  ship  fitted  with  wireless  transmitting  apparatus, 
on  approaching  the  Port  of  Sunderland  from  a  foreign  port,  is  accordingly  required  to 
send  a  wireless  message  to  the  Health  Autnority  if  any  person  on  board  has  symptoms 
which  may  be  indicative  of  infectious  disease  other  than  tuberculosis,  or  if  there  are 
any  circumstances  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Port  Medical  Officer 

The  Sunderland  Port  Health  Authority  have  adopted  PORTELTH"  as  their  telegraphic 
address. 

Ships  will  be  entitled  to  send  to  the  Port  Health  Authority  messages  in  the  code 
laid  down  in  the  1931  International  Code  of  Signals. 

The  Radio  Signals  with  which  the  Port  Health  Authority  are  concerned  are  given 
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in  Volume  II. 

If  agents  desire  that  the  required  messages  should  be  sent  through  them,  the 
Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  be  satisfied  that  arrangements  can  be  made  for 
prompt  transmission  of  such  messages  to  his  office,  his  residence,  or  the  residences 
of  the  Port  Health  Inspectors,  as  may  be  necessary,  within  the  time  limits  prescribed 
by  the  Regulations. 


LIST  OP  APPROVED  AGENTS 


Allan  Black  &  Co.  (Albyn  Line  Ltd) 
Common  Bros.  Ltd,  (Home  Line  Ltd) 

Cory  Bros.  &  Co.  Ltd 

Cory  Wm„  &  Son  Limited 

France  Fenwick  Tyne  &  Wear  Co.  Ltd 

Irving  T.G.  (Vice  Consulate  for  Norway) 

Jopllng  Wm.  &  Co. 

Marshall  J„F.  &  Sons  Ltd 
(Netherlands  Consulate) 

Marshall  s.  &  Co. 

Rose,  Thomas  &  Co.  (Rose  Line  Ltd) 
Stephenson  Clarke  Limited 
Trapp  &  Co. 

Welch  C. J.  &  Co. 

Wilkinson  &  Laing  Ltd 
Wright  S.C.  &  Co.  Ltd 

(Vice  Consulate  for  Sweden)  & 

(Vice  Consulate  for  Finland) 


Tavistock  House,  Borough  Road,  Sunderland 
10  Toward  Road,  Sunderland 
Sinclair  Chambers,  1  Sunderland  Street 
Sunderland 

144  High  Street  West.  Sunderland 
21  Bridge  Street,  Sunderland 
Central  Buildings,  West  Sunniside, 
Sunderland 

10  Toward  Road,  Sunderland 
48  West  Sunniside,  Sunderland 

10  Toward  Road,  Sunderland 
38  West  Sunniside,  Sunderland 
13  John  Street,  Sunderland 
29  West  Sunniside,  Sunderland 
34  West  Sunniside,  Sunderland 
34  West  Sunniside,  Sunderland 
29  West  Sunniside,  Sunderland 


Notification  of  any  sickness  on  board  a  vessel  arriving  in  the  port  is  also 
given  by  Pilots  or  H. M.  Customs  &  Excise  Officers;  should  this  occur  outside  of  nor¬ 
mal  working  hours,  such  information  is  telephoned  direct  to  the  residences  of  the 
Port  Medical  Officers  or  Chief  Port  Health  Inspector. 


MOORING  STATIONS  DESIGNATED  UNDER  ARTICLE  22:  (a)  WITHIN  THE  DOCKS,  (b) 
OUTSIDE  THE  DOCKS; 

In  every  district  one  or  more  mooring  stations  within  the  docks  shall  be  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  Port  Health  Authority  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Customs  Officer  and 
the  Harbour  Master,  in  such  a  situation  as  to  enable  a  ship  to  be  moored  without 
coming  into  contact  with  other  ships  or  with  the  shore. 

The  mooring  stations  established  by  this  Authority  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Collector  of  Customs  and  the  Dock  and  Harbour  Master,  are;  (a)  for  dock-bound  vessels, 
the  South  tier  buoys,  East  side,  South  Dock;  (b)  for  river-^bound  vessels,  the  Low  tier 
buoys  in  the  river,, 

PARTICULARS  OF  ANY  STANDING  EXEMPTIONS  FROM  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  ARTICLE  24 

Where  a  ship  (whether  a  foreign-going  ship  or  not)  arrives  in  a  district  from  a 
foreign  port,  and  it  appears  to  the  Customs  Officer,  from  answers  to  questions  in  a 
Declaration  of  Health,  or  from  answers  to  enquiries  made  by  him,  or  otherwise  - 

(a)  that  during  the  voyage  (or  where  the  voyage  has  lasted  more  than  four  weeks, 
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during  the  last  four  weeks)  there  has  been  on  the  ship  a  death  from  illness 
suspected  to  be  of  an  infectious  nature  or  a  case  of  such  illness,  or 

(b)  that  the  ship  has  called  at  a  port  or  seaboard  included  in  the  list  referred 
to  in  Article  6;  or 

(c)  that  during  the  voyage  (or,  where  the  voyage  has  lasted  more  than  four  weeks, 
during  the  last  four  weeks)  plague  has  occurred  or  been  suspected  amongst  rats 
or  mice  on  the  ship,  or  sickness  or  death  not  attributable  to  poison  or  other 
measures  for  destruction  has  occurred  amongst  the  rats  or  mice  on  the  ship“ 

he  shall  direct  that  the  ship  shall  be  taken  to  and  detained  at  a  mooring  station 
unless  the  Medical  Officer  or  other  Officer  of  the  Health  Authority  otherwise  allows. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Collector  of  Customs  for  standing  exemption 
from  detention,  under  Article  24,  in  the  following  instances: - 

(a)  Vessels  arriving  with  minor  infectious  disease, 

(b)  Vessels  arriving  from  infected  ports  with  clean  Declaration  of  Health, 

(c)  Vessels  from  infected  ports  with  minor  infectious  disease  on  board. 


Vessels  under  the  above-mentioned  headings  are  allowed  to  proceed  to  their 
normal  place  of  mooring,  loading  or  discharge  under  a  Modified  form  of  Pratique,  the 
Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health  notified  of  their  arrival,  and  Article  18  put  into 
operation, 

EXPERIENCE  OF  WORKING  ARTICLE  18: 

Where  a  ship  arrives  in  a  district  from  a  foreign  port,  no  person  other  than  a 
Pilot,  a  Customs  Officer,  an  Immigration  Officer  or  a  person  acting  in  the  execution 
of  the  Regulations  shall,  without  the  permission  of  the  Medical  Officer,  board  or 
leave  the  ship  until  it  is  free  from  control  under  these  Regulations,  and  the  Master 
shall  take  all  steps  necessary  to  secure  compliance  with  the  provision, 

ILLEGAL  LEAVING  OF  VESSEL: 

M/V,  '  RIPLEY’',  arrived  10/5/57  from  Norfolk  V,A, ,  -  Rotterdam.  Three  members  of 
the  crew  left  the  vessel  before  medical  clearance  had  been  given  by  the  Port  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Pratique  by  E.JVI,  Customs,  The  Master  was  informed  and  after 
discussion  it  was  agreed  that  disciplinary  action  should  be  taken  by  him;  these 
three  men  were  "logged’  and  fined  when  being  paid  off  the  following  day.  Although 
the  fines  inflicted  were  small  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  have  a  salutary  effect  and 
will  act  as  an  example  to  other  members  of  ships’  crews  who  may  be  tempted  to  commit 
a  similar  offence. 


M/V,  "CHULMLEIGH”  arrived  on  the  6th  November,  1957,  from  South  American  Ports 
via  Bremen  Nine  members  of  the  crew  left  the  vessel  immediately  after  mooring 
operations  were  completed,  although  the  '’'quarantine’’  lights  were  being  displayed  at 
the  time.  The  attention  of  the  Master  was  drawn  to  their  having  illegally  left  the 
vessel  whilst  it  was  still  the  subject  of  control  under  the  terms  of  the  Regulations, 
These  crew  members  were  interviewed  by  the  Master  and  an  Officer  of  this  Authority 
when  they  returned  on  board"  they  admitted  having  left  the  vessel  and  by  mutual 
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consent  it  was  agreed  that  the  matter  should  be  dealt  with  by  the  Master  fining  each 
man  one  day” s  pay. 

WHAT,  IF  ANY,  ARRANGEMENTS  HAVE  BEEN  MADE  FOR: “ 

Premises  and  waiting  rooms  for  medical  examination. 

At  the  premises  of  the  Port  Health  Authority,  situate  at  the  Corporation  Quay, 
a  waiting  room  for  the  medical  examination  of  seamen,  has  been  incorporated. 

Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons  and  clothing  and  other  articles. 

Contacts  are  medically  examined  and  kept  under  observation  on  board,  and  if 
allowed  to  leave  the  vessel,  are  supplied  with  pre-paid  reply  postcards  (R.S.3)  for 
the  purpose  of  notifying  any  change  of  address  within  14  days  of  disembarkation.  The 
names  and  destinations  given  by  persons  allowed  to  leave  under  Article  38  are 
forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  such  districts. 

Disinfection  of  ships  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  spread  of  infectious 
disease  is  carried  out  by  the  inspectorial  staff.  Persons,  bedding,  clothing  and  other 
articles  are  removed  to  the  Havelock  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  for  cleansing 
and  disinfection,  where  ample  facilities  exist.  Where  necessary,  bathing  arrangements 
could  be  carried  out  at  the  above-mentioned  premises. 

PREMISES  FOR  TEMPORARY  ACCOMMODATION  OF  PERSONS  FOR  WHOM  SUCH 
ACCOMMODATION  IS  REQUIRED  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  THE  REGULATIONS: 

Temporary  accommodation  for  persons  under  the  above-named  heading  is  available 
at  the  Havelock  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  AVAILABLE  FOR  PLAGUE,  CHOLERA,  YELLOW  FEVER, 
SMALLPOX  AND  OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES: 

The  accommodation  available  for  plague,  cholera,  yellow  fever,  and  other 
infectious  diseases,  with  the  exception  of  smallpox,  is  at  the  Havelock  Hospital 
for  Infectious  Diseases. 

AMBULANCE  TRANSPORT: 

Motor  ambulances  are  available  at  any  time  during  the  day  or  night  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  infectious  cases  to  hospital. 


SECTION  VII  -  SMALLPOX 

1  The  smallpox  hospital  is  the  Langley  Park  Hospital,  Langley  Park,  near  Durham 
City,  telephone  number  Langley  Park  214,  Admission  arrangements  to  be  made  direct 
with  Matron  of  the  Chester-le -Street  Isolation  Hospital  (Telephone  number  Chester-le- 
Street  3207)  The  Medical  Officer-in-Charge  is  Dr.  Gavin  Miller,  whose  private 
telephone  number  is  Durham  2395. 

2.  Transport  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Ambulance  Service,  Sunderland 
Corporation.  All  drivers  have  been  recently  vaccinated. 
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3.  The  Ministry  of  Health  (Newcastle)  inform  me  that  the  new  Smallpox  Consultant 
is  not  yet  appointed,  and  we  shall  be  informed  in  due  course  of  the  new  appointment. 

In  the  meantime.  Dr.  Grant  and  Dr.  Herbst  of  Gateshead,  or  Dr.  Robinson  of  West 
Hartlepool  will  officiate. 


arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examinations  of 

RATS  FOR  PLAGUE  OR  FOR  OTHER  BACTERIOLOGICAL  OR  PATHOLOGICAL 
EXAMINATIONS: 


These  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Havelock  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  Sunderland, 


SECTION  VIII  °  VENEREAL  DISEASE 


Facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  disease  are  provided  at 
the  Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland,  and  also  at  the  Clinic  provided  at  the  Port  Health 
Office,  Corporation  Quay,  South  Dock,  Sunderland.  The  Clinic  at  the  Authority’s  Office 
was  primarily  opened  with  the  object  of  providing  treatment  for  seamen  who  could  not 
attend  the  Royal  Infirmary  owing  to  the  exigencies  of  duty  during  the  normal  hours  of 
treatment  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  or  that  their  vessel  was  sailing  on  an  early  tide. 

The  dates  and  hours  of  available  facilities  are  summarised  below:- 


1.  Special  Treatment  Department,  Royal  Infirmary  -  Treatment  Sessions: 


Monday 

5  - 

Tuesday 

10  “ 

Wednesday 

5  “ 

Thursday 

10  - 

Friday 

2 

Saturday 

10  " 

7  p,m, 

12  noon 
7  p.m, 

12  noon 

4  p.m,  and  5  =  7  p.m, 

12  noon 


Cases  can  be  seen  by  arrangement  daily  from  10  -  12  noon  and  2  7  p,m,  which 

times  are  also  those  for  intermediate  treatments. 


Total  Number  of  Seamen  treated  at  V.D,  Clinics, 
Royal  Infirmary,  during  1957 


BRITISH 

Total 

FOREIGN 

Total 

Syphilis 

2 

Syphilis 

Syphilis  &  Gonorrhoea 

1 

Gonorrhoea 

22 

Gonorrhoea 

6 

Urethritis 

23 

Urethritis 

6 

Lymphogranuloma 

- 

Lymphogranuloma 

Non,  V.D. 

34 

Non,  VoD. 

6 

TOTAL 

82 

TOTAL 

18 

The  Senior  Consultant  Veneriologist  reports  that  the  decrease  in  the  total 
number  of  Merchant  Seamen  attending  the  Clinic  is  due  to  the  fewer  number  of  Foreigners 
and  the  decrease  in  cases  of  Gonorrhoea  -  6  in  1957  as  against  25  in  1956  and  N. V 
cases  “  6  in  1957  as  against  20  in  1956. 
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2  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  CLINIC: 

All  facilities  are  available  at  the  Port  Health  Authority  Office,  Corporation 
Quay,  and  a  specialist  will  attend  by  arrangement  on  the  morning  of  any  weekday,  if 
patients  cannot  get  to  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

Facilities  are  also  provided  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  for  in-patient  treatment. 

Enquiries  are  made  as  to  the  existence  of  venereal  disease  on  vessels,  the 
facilities  for  treatment  are  pointed  out  and  printed  cards  conveying  information  on 
the  dangers  of  venereal  diseases,  together  with  the  times  of  treatment  clinics  are 
distributed  freely  among  seamen.  Posters  and  handbills  are  also  displayed  at  suitable 
positions  in  the  Port  area. 


SECTION  IX  -  CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  AND  OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ON  SHIPS 


TABLE  D 


Category 

Disease 

Number  of  cases 
during  the  year 

Number  of 
ships 
concerned 

Passengers 

Crew 

Cases  landed  from  ships 

Scabies 

1 

1 

from  Foreign  Ports 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

4 

1 

Influenza 

43 

7 

Cases  which  have  occurred 

Malaria 

2 

2 

on  ships  from  Foreign 

German 

Ports  but  have  been  dis- 

Measles 

1 

1 

posed  of  prior  to  arrival 

Pood  Poisoning 

1 

1 

Influenza 

3 

3 

Cases  landed  from  other 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

ships 

Influenza 

6 

4 

Prom  19/7/57  to  10/12/57  a  total  of  52  cases  of  Influenza  were  notified  on 
board  of  vessels  entering  the  port. 


CASES  LANDED  FROM  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 


SCABIES; 

S/S.  'NOWSHERA’'  from  Beira  -  Mombasa  -  Capetown  -  Antwerp  -  London.  Arrived 
11th  February,  1957. 

Notified  14th  February,  by  Chief  Officer,  that  Engineroom  Fitter  (Chinese),  aged 
23  years  was  suffering  from  Scabies  and  had  been  treated  by  a  General  Practitioner. 
His  personal  effects  and  bedding  were  removed  to  the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases 
for  disinfestation.  His  living  quarters  on  board  were  also  treated. 
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PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS: 

S/S.  CLAIRE  GRAMMERSTORP’'  Arrived  1/4/57  from  Wilmington,  N  C.A  •  New  York 
via  Falmouth.  Master  reported  that  a  member  of  the  crew  had  been  found  to  be  suffering 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  had  received  medical  attention  at  New  York.  The 
following  day  the  Agents  notified  that  a  request  had  been  received  from  the  Owners  of 
the  vessel  for  arrangements  to  be  made  for  all  members  of  the  crew  to  attend  a  Chest 
Clinic  for  X-ray  The  necessary  arrangements  were  made  with  Mr.  A,B.  White,  Consult 
ant  Chest  Physician,  Royal  Infirmary,  for  members  of  the  crew  to  attend  for  X-ray 
on  three  consecutive  days.  As  a  result  of  these  X-^rays  three  other  members  of  the 
crew  were  found  to  be  infected  to  some  degree.  The  Master  was  informed  and  all  four 
patients  were  returned  to  Germany  for  further  medical  attention. 

INFLUENZA- 

A  total  of  43  cases  of  Influenza  occurred  on  board  of  7  vessels  which  had 
arrived  from  Foreign  Ports.  All  received  medical  attention  while  in  this  port 


CASES  WHICH  HAVE  OCCURRED  ON  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS  BUT  HAVE  BEEN 
DISPOSED  OF  PRIOR  TO  ARRIVAL  AT  THIS  PORT 


MALARIA. 

S/S.  "LORD  GLANELY"  from  Montevideo  -  Bahia  Blanca  ~  Brenen..  Arrived  14th 
January,  1957. 

Master  reported  that  one  Fireman  had  been  treated  on  board  during  the  voyage. 

S/S.  "'CHANTALA”  from  Beira  -  Tanga  -  Mombasa  -  Aden  Suez  Arrived  15th 
August,  1957. 

Master  reported  that  one  Indian  seaman  had  been  treated  on  board  during  the 
voyage 


GERMAN  MEASLES 

S/S  NOWSHERA"  from  Beira  Par-es  Salaam  Mombasa  ■  Aden  Suez  Arrived 
21st  October  1957. 

3rd  Officer  aged  22  years  removed  to  hospital  Dar  es  Salaam.  Rejoined 
vessel  later. 


POOD  POISONING: 

M/V,  BEMAR'  from  La-Guaira  -  Puerto  Cebbelo  Port  of  Spain  Arrived  6th 
December  1957 

Master  reported  that  he  had  suffered  from  an  acute  attack  of  footl  poisoning 
while  in  Port  of  Spain  Received  medical  attention  on  board 


INFLUENZA: 

Three  cases  of  Influenza  which  had  received  medical  attention  were  notified 
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by  the  Masters  of  three  vessels. 


CASES  LANDED  FROM  OTHER  SHIPS 


MENINGITIS: 

M/V.  GOSPORT”  from  Southampton.  Arrived  12th  January,  1957. 

On  16th  January,  Ship’s  Agent  notified  this  Authority  that  Donkeyman,  Norman 
Allan,  aged  42  years,  of  Hebburn-on~Tyne,  had  left  the  vessel  shortly  after  arrival 
and  proceeded  home.  His  wife  had  since  informed  the  Master  that  he  had  been  removed 
to  hospital  14th  January ,& she  had  been  informed  that  he  was  probably  suffering  from 
Meningitis, 

His  personal  effects  were  removed  from  the  vessel  by  employees  of  this  Authority 
and  subject  to  disinfection  at  the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases.  His  living 
quarters  on  board  were  also  disinfected. 


GASTRITIS: 

30th  May,  1957,  notified  by  telephone  3-00  a. m. ,  that  S/S,  'POOLE  SOUND”  from 
Portsmouth  was  proceeding  to  this  port  with  a  sick  member  of  the  crew  on  board,  and 
would  arrive  about  4-00  a.m.  The  Agent  requested  that  arrangements  be  made  for  the 
vessel  to  be  boarded  while  in  the  roads  by  a  Medical  Practitioner,  Dr,  Metcalf,  of 
Whitburn,  was  taken  out  to  the  vessel  on  board  of  the  Pilot  Cutter  and  found  Fireman 
Abdulla  Said,  to  be  suffering  from  suspected  gastritis.  Permission  was  granted  by 
Messrs,  Austin  &  Pickersgill  Ltd,  for  the  vessel  to  berth  at  their  quay,  Wear  Dock¬ 
yard,  and  the  seaman  was  then  taken  by  ambulance  to  the  General  Hospital, 


INTERNAL  HAEMORRHAGE: 

3rd  June,  1957.  M/V.  'SArviUAL  CLEGG”,  bound  south  from  the  Tyne  notified  by 
radio  telephone  that  the  Chief  Steward  was  apparantly  suffering  from  Internal 
Haemorrhage  and  that  it  was  intended  to  land  him  at  this  port.  The  vessel  was  met 
by  the  Pilot  Cutter  and  the  seaman  transferred  on  board.  He  was  landed  at  the 
Corporation  Quay  and  taken  by  ambulance  to  the  Royal  Infirmary. 


INFLUENZA: 

The  Masters  of  4  vessels  notified  the  occurrence  of  6  cases  of  Influenza  which 
had  necessitated  removal  of  the  patients  to  Hospital  or  the  attendance  on  board  of 
a  General  Practitioner, 


DEATH 

M/V.  RESURGENT”  from  Sydney  -  Noumea  -  Papeete  -  Dunkirk,  Arrived  2nd  August, 

1957. 


One  Child  (passenger)  aged  4  months,  died  on  board.  Diagnosed  by  ship’s  doctor 
and  Port  Medical  Officer,  Cristobal,  as  suffering  from  I^drocephalus. 
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DETAILS  OF  SICKNESS  OR  CASUALTY  REPORTED  ON  ARRIVAL  OR  AS  OCCURRING 

DURING  THE  VOYAGE 


Date 

1957 

Name  of  Vessel 

Reg. 

Tons 

Nationality 

Where  From 

No.  of 
Persons 
on  Board 

Sickness 

or 

Casualty 

Jan  14th 

Lord  Glanely 

s/s 

3,  209 

London 

Montevideo  - 
Bahia  Blanca 
Bremen 

36 

V.D 

Malar ia 

Jan  16th 

Gosport  M/V 

900 

London 

Southampton 

18 

Meningitis 

Jan  23rd 

A, J  Falkland 
S 'S 

1.  125 

Sweden 

New  Orleans 

L . A. ,  Ponta 
Delgada  - 
Le  Havre 

27 

Inf  lamat  ior 
of  throat 
and  swollen 
glands 

Dental 

Jan  25th 

Baltic  S  'S 

1, 892 

Sweden 

Halifax  N  S.  , 
Philadelphia 

P  A, .  New 

York  N.Y. 

24 

Abdominal 

Pains 

Feb  11th 

Nardana  S/S 

3, 913 

London 

Beir  a 

Mombasa  - 
Capetown  - 
Antwerp  - 
London 

86 

Bruised 

Solar 

Plexus 

Injury  to 
right  foot 

Feb  14th 

Nardana  S ^S 

3,  913 

London 

Beira 

Mombasa  - 
Capetown  - 
Antwerp  - 
London 

86 

Scabies 

Feb  21st 

Chiekh 

Boutros  S/S 

3,  602 

Lebanon 

Terneuzen  - 
Philadelphia 

P  A. 

28 

Injury  to 
right  leg 

Remarks 


Two  members  of 
the  crew  re¬ 
ferred  to  V  D. 
clinic 

1  Fireman 
treated  on  board, 
now  recovered 

Donkeym.an  of 
44  Back  Gien 
Street,  Hebburr. 
on-Tyne,  removed 
to  Hospital 
14'1'57,  Hebburn 
on  Tyne.  Personal 
effects  removed 
to  Havelock  Hos 
pital  for  Infect 
ious  Diseases 
for  disinfection 
cabin  sprayed 
with  formalin 

Fireman,  to 
receive  medical 
attent ion 


2nd  Officer,  to 
receive  treatment 

1st  Engineer, 
to  receive  med 
ical  attention 


1  Seaman 


Donkeyman 

Both  to  receive 
medical  attention 

Engineroom  Fit¬ 
ter,  of  Chinese 
nationality 
Treated  on  board 
by  General  Pract 
itioner  Person 
al  effects  and 
bedding  removed 
to  Havelock 
Hospital  for 
infectious  dis 
eases  for  dis 
infestation 
Berth  disinfec 
ted 

1  Fireman  to 
receive  medical 
attention 
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DETAILS  OF  SICKNESS  OR  CASUALTY  REPORTED  ON  ARRIVAL  OR  AS  OCCURRING 

DURING  THE  VOYAGE 


Date 

1957 

Name  of  Vessel 

Reg. 

Tons 

Nationality 

Where  From 

No.  of 
Persons 
on  board 

Sickness 

or 

Casualty 

Remarks 

Mar. 

3rd 

Rodenbelt  M/V 

1,  281 

Germany 

Pointo  des 
Galets  - 
Capetown  - 
Las  Palmas 

30 

Dental 

Master,  to 
receive  treat  ¬ 
ment 

Injury  to 
left  eye 

2nd  Engineer, 
to  receive  med 
icai  attention 

Mar 

nth 

Egbertha  M/V 

356 

Holland 

Copenhagen  - 
Hamburg 

10 

Urethrit is 

1  Seaman,  rec 
eived  medical 
attention  at 
Hamburg 

Mar. 

21st 

Runa  S/S 

830 

Glasgow 

Halmstad  - 
Belfast  “ 
Glasgow 

29 

Sepsis  of 
right  foot 

2nd  Engineer, 
to  receive  med 
ical  attention 

Mar. 

21st 

Assurity  M/V 

1, 061 

London 

Tyne  - 
Shellhaven 

21 

Diarrhoea 

Chief  Engineer 

Diarrhoea 

2nd  Engineer 

Both  to  receive 
medical  atten¬ 
tion 

Mar 

28th 

Hubro  M/V 

1,  146 

Norway 

Port  Ever¬ 
glades  F.A.  - 
Miami  F.A.  - 
Norfolk  V.A. 

Arthr it  is , 
Acute, 
left  shoul¬ 
der 

Chief  Steward 
to  receive 
medical  at  ten 
t  ion 

Mar. 

28th 

Hendrik  S/S 

1,  127 

London 

Malta  - 
Algiers  - 
Arzew  - 
Nemours 

31 

Cryst it  is 

Septic  3rd 
digit  on 
right  hand 

Donkeym.an,  to 
receive  med 
ical  attention 

1  Fireman 

Bruised 
left  knee 

1  E  D.  H 

Both  to  receive 
medical  atten 
tion 

Dental 

3rd  Officer,  to 
receive  treat¬ 
ment 

Apr 

1st 

Claire  Gramm- 
erstorf  S/S 

2.  186 

Germany 

Genoa  - 
Wilmington 
N.C  A.  , 

New  York 

N,  Y,  . 

Falmouth 

30 

Pulmonary 

Tubercul¬ 

osis 

Early 

Tubercular 

Lesion 

Greaser,  rec¬ 
eived  medical 
attention  at 

New  York  Upon 
request  from 
Owners,  all  of 
the  crew  atten 
ded  Royal  In 
firmary  for 
chest  X-Ray 

Deck-Boy 

Partly  col¬ 
lapsed  Tub¬ 
erculosis 
inf iltratto 
left  apex 

2nd  Officer 
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DETAILS  OF  SICKNESS  OR  CASUALTY  REPORTED  ON  ARRIVAL  OR  AS  OCCURRING 
 DURING  THE  VOYAGE 


Date 

1957 


Name  of  Vessel 


Reg. 

Tons 


Nat  tonality 


Where  Prom 


No.  of 
Persons 
on  board 


Sickness 

or 

Casualty 


Remarks 


Apr  1st 
(contd ) 


Apr.  17th 


Claire  Gramm- 
erstorf  S/S 
(contd) 


Werner  H.  M/V 


2,  186 


Germany 


2,295 


Finland 


May,  8th 


May,  10th 


Acropolis 

S/S 


Ripley  M/V 


3,  198 


3,428 


May,  12th 


Archon  Michael 
S/S 


2,  843 


Panama 


Newcastle 


Panama 


Genoa  - 
Wilmington 
N.C.  A.  , 

New  York 
N  Y.  . 
Falmouth 

Horta  - 
Tampico  - 
New  Orleans 
L.  A. 


30 


30 


Genoa  - 
Philadelphia 
P.  A. 


Charleston 
S.C. A. , 
Norfolk  V.  A. 
St.  John 
N.B..  Rott¬ 
erdam 


35 


Leghorn  - 
New  Orleans 
L,  A. 


20 


Small  Cal¬ 
cified 
Opacity, 
first  left 
space 

Delirium 

Tremens 


Gonorrhoea 


Swollen 

Inguinal 

gland 

Dental 


Amputation 
of  Right 
Lower  Leg 


Pneumonia 


Dermatitis 


Mental 
derangement 


Septic 

Dermatitis 

Rash  on 
Back 


Appendici 

tis 


O.S  . 

All  proceeded 
to  Germany  for 
treatment 


Chief  Officer, 
removed  to 
Hospital,  New 
Orleans 

A. B. ,  received 
medical  atten 
tion  at  New 
Or  leans 

Saloon  Boy,  to 
receive  medical 
attention 

Deck  Boy,  to 
receive  treat 
ment 

A. B, ,  sustained 
by  accident 
aboard  7/5/57, 
rem.oved  to 
Royal  Infirmary 

2nd  Engineer, 
removed  to 
Hospital 
Philadelphia 
PA,.  13/12/56 

A.B,,  removed 
to  Hospital, 
Montreal, 
22/11/56 

OS.,  removed 
to  Hospital, 
Panama, 

16/6/56 

Donkeyman 

Assistant 

Cook 

Both  to  rec¬ 
eive  medical 
attention 

A  B  ,  removed 
to  Hospital, 

New  Orleans 
L  A 
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DETAILS  OF  SICKNESS  OR  CASUALTY  REPORTED  ON  ARRIVAL  OR  AS  OCCURRING 

DURING  THE  VOYAGE 


Date 

1957 

Name  of  Vessel 

Reg. 

Tons 

Nationality 

Where  From 

No.  of 
Persons 
on  board 

Sickness 

or 

Casualty 

Remarks 

May,  15th 

Homer  City 

M/V 

3,847 

Bideford 

Geraldton  - 
Dakar  - 
London  - 
Tyne 

62 

Pept ic 
Ulcer 

Engineroom 
Tindal,  removed 
to  Hospital, 
London 

Ringworm 

Ringworm 

Tapeworm 

1  Seaman 

1  Seaman 

1  Seaman 

All  to  receive 
medical  atten" 
t  ion 

V.  D. 

V.  D. 

1  Seaman 

1  Seaman 
Referred  to 

V.D,  Clinic 

May,  20th 

Archon  Mich¬ 
ael  S/S 

2,  843 

Panama 

Leghorn  ~ 

New  Orleans 

L.  A. 

20 

Bronchit is 

Append ici- 
t  is 

1  Fireman,  to 
receive  X-ray 
Examination  at 
Royal  Infirmary 

Chief  Steward, 
removed  to 

Royal  Infirmary 

May,  21st 

Naronio  M/V 

4,749 

London 

Willemstad  - 
Punta  Cardon 
-  Thameshaven 

53 

Dementia 

1  Fireman,  to 
see  Federation 
Doctor 

May,  26th 

Stanland  S/S 

4,  245 

London 

Emden  -  New 
York  N.Y. 

36 

Generali¬ 
sed  Rash 

1  Trimmer, 
removed  to  Hos¬ 
pital,  New  York 
NY. 

Fracture 
of  Right 
Fibula 

Bosun,  removed 
to  Hospital, 

New  York  N.Y. 

Chest 

X-ray 

Pains  in 
Knee 

Burns  to 

left 

forearm 

Otitis, 

Externa 

1  A  B. 

1  D/G 

1  Fireman 

2nd  Cook 

Ail  to  receive 
medical  at ten- 
tion 

May,  30th 

Poole  Sound 
S/S 

662 

London 

Portsmouth 

17 

General 

debility 

(suspected 

Gastritis) 

1  Arab  Fireman, 
removed  to 
General  Hospit¬ 
al  30/5/57. 
Attended  by 
General  Pract¬ 
itioner 

June  3rd 

Samuel  Clegg 
M/V 

1,  190 

London 

Tyne 

(Lying  in 
Roads ) 

18 

Internal 

Haemorr¬ 

hage 

Chief  Steward, 
removed  from 
vessel  by  Pilot 
Cutter  whilst 
at  Sea,  Removed 
by  Ambulance  to 
Royal  Infirmary 
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DETAILS  OF  SICKNESS  OR  CASUALTY  REPORTED  ON  ARRIVAL  OR  AS  OCCURRING 
 DURING  THE  VOYAGE 


Date 

1957 

Name  of  Vessel 

Reg. 

Tons 

Nat ionality 

Where  From 

No.  of 
Persons 
on  Board 

Sickness 

or 

Casualty 

Remarks 

June  6th 

Valda  Ahren- 
kiel  S/S 

1550 

Germany 

Tampa  F. A. . 
Coatzacoal- 
cos  &  New 
Orleans,  L.A. 

30 

Haematur ia 

1  A. B. ,  removed 
to  Hospital, 
9/5/57,  New 
Orleans  LA. 

June  26th 

Temple  Arch 
S/S 

2984 

London 

Sapele  - 
Takoradi  - 
Freetown  = 
London 

36 

Bronchit is 

DonkeyGreaser, 
removed  to 
Hospital 

Sapele 

Burns  to 
Eyes 

Cook,  received 
attention  at 

Eye  Infirmary 

Hernia 

Catering  Boy, 
received  med 
ical  attention 

Hydrocele 

A.  B . , received 

medical 

attention 

July  2nd 

Eric  Haslin- 
ger  M/V 

339 

Germany 

Oulu  "  Kemi 

12 

Tonsili" 
t  is 

Chief  Engineer, 
received  med 
ical  attention 

July  3rd 

Eifel  M/V 

749 

Germany 

St.  Louis  - 
Oran 

16 

General¬ 
ised  Lym- 
phadeno- 
phthy 

Chief  Steward, 
received  med¬ 
ical  attention 

July  5th 

Nuddea  S/S 

4066 

London 

Mtwara  ~ 
Tanga  -  Dar¬ 
es  -Salaam  - 
Aden  -  Suez 
-  Le  Havre 

90 

Injury  to 
Left  Eye 

V.D. 

1  Seaman,  rec 
eived  medical 
attention 

1  Seaman,  re¬ 
ferred  to  V  D 
Clinic  for 

Blood  test 

Abdominal 

Pains 

Engineroom 
Sarang,  rec 
eived  medical 
att  ent ion 

Worms 

1  Seaman,  rec 
eived  medical 
attention 

July  8th 

Karl  Erik  S/S 

1342 

Finland 

Yxpila  " 
Calais 

28 

Laceration 
to  digits 
on  right 
hand 

1  Trimmer  rec 
eived  medical 
attention 

Sore 

Throat 

1  Fireman,  rec 
eived  medical 
attention 

July  8th 

Charo  s/S 

2555 

Panama 

Ant  ilia  - 
Montreal 

Perforated 

duodenal 

ulcer 

Chief  Engineer 
removed  to  hos 
pital,  Montreal, 
later  rejoined 
vessel 

Append ici 
t  is 

(chronic) 

Chief  Steward, 
received  med 
ical  attention 
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DETAILS  OF  SICKNESS  OR  CASUALTY  REPORTED  ON  ARRIVAL  OR  AS  OCCURRING 

DURING  THE  VOYAGE 


Date 

1957 

Name  of  Vessel 

Reg^ 

Tons 

Nat ionality 

Where  From 

No  of 
Persons 
on  Board 

Sickness 

or 

Casualty 

Remarks 

July  11th 

Lord  Glad¬ 
stone  S/S 

4867 

London 

Philadelphia 
P.  A. 

37 

Pains  in 
Right  Leg 

1  Fireman,  to 
receive  med 
ical  attention 

Hernia 

1  0,S  ,  removed 
to  Hospital, 
Philadelphiap, A, 
for  operation 

July  15th 

Homer  City 

S/S 

3847 

Bideford 

Geraldton  - 
Dakar  - 
London  -  Tyne 

64 

Bronchitis 

1  Native  Seaman, 
received  med 
ical  attention 

Do 

1  Native  Seaman 
received  med¬ 
ical  attention 

Peptic 

Ulcer 

Chief  Officer, 
received  med 
ical  attention 

Asiatic 

Influenza? 

3  Native  Seamen, 
all  to  undergo 
Blood  test 

July  19th 

Vingnes  M^V 

3063 

Norway 

Brake  -  Sav¬ 
annah  G.A  - 
St.  Johns 

36 

Injury  to 
Right 

Thumb 

Engineroom  Boy 

N,  F 

Ears  to 
Syringe 

1  Oiler 

Trauma  to 
Right  Leg 

1  Messboy 

All  to  receive 
medical  atten¬ 
tion 

July  31st 

Fresno  City 

M/V 

4645 

Bidef ord 

Seven 

Islands  - 
Hartlepool 

41 

Post  oper- 
at  ive 

Pains 
{Peptic 
Ulcer ) 

A  B  received 
medical  atten 
tion  at  Seven 
Islands  Proc 
eeded  home 

Aug,  2nd 

Resurgent  M/V 

5294 

London 

Sydney  - 
Noumea  - 
Papeete  - 
Dunkirk 

44 

Death 

-'Hydroc¬ 

ephalus' 

Child,  aged  4 
months,  died  on 
board  Diagnosed 
by  Ship’s  Doc¬ 
tor  &  Port  Med¬ 
ical  Officer  at 
Cristobal  as 
suffering  from 
Hydrocephalus 

Delirium 

Tremens 

Chinese  Carp 
enter,  Landed 
at  Tahiti 

Aug,  4th 

Corona  M/V 

2830 

Germany 

Baton  Rouge ' 
Houston 
(Texas)  ~ 

New  Orleans 
LA. 

33 

Internal 

Haemorrhage 

Motorman,  rec¬ 
eived  medical 
attention  at 

New  Or  leans - 
later  flown 

Home 

Lumbago 

Motorman,  to 
be  paid  off 

DETAILS  OF  SICKNESS  OR 
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CASUALTY  REPORTED  ON  ARRIVAL  OR  AS  OCCURRING 
DURING  THE  VOYAGE 


Date 

1957 


Aug  6th 


Aug  15th 


Sept ,  5th 


Sept  8th 


Sep'  9th 


Sept  9th 


Sept  23rd 


Sept  23rd 


Oct  2nd 


Name  of  Vessel 


Astra  S^S 


Chantaia  S/S 


Linga  M/V 


Rabelais  S/S 


Elsa  S/S 


Erik  Seyd 
M  'V 


Bankstone 
S 'S 


King  City 

M/V 


Camberwell 
S  'S 


Reg. 

Tons 


768 


3995 


3612 


3013 


733 


257 


1072 


2908 


Nationality 


Where  From 


No.  of 
Persons 
on  Board 


Panama 


London 


London 


France 


Finland 


Germany 


Llanelly 


Bideford 


906 


London 


Tyne  - 
Kasko 


Beira  "  Tangs 
"  Mombasa  - 
Aden  -  Suez 


Stockholm  • 
Norrkoping 
-  Tyne 


Naples  - 
Algiers  - 
Valencia 

Helsinki 

Kasko 


Haderslev 

Raumo 


Las  Palmas 
Abidjan  » 
Lagos 


Hamburg  - 
New  York, 
N.  Y. 


London 


19 


131 


52 


36 


20 


10 


26 


60 


20 


Sickness 

or 

Casualty 


V.  D. 

Malaria 

Tonsilitis 


Hyperten- 

tion 


Strained 

Muscle, 

Right 

Shoulder 

Influenza 


Pain, 

Left  Thigh 


Tonsilitis 


Headaches 
&  lassitude 

Headaches 
&  lassitude 

Nasal 

Catarrh 

Impet igo 

Boils 

Fracture 
Right  Foot 
Flexural 
Exzema 

Ulcer  of 
Right  Leg 

Rheumatism 

Urt icar ia 

Gastritis 

Hernia 


Influenza 


Remarks 


1  Seaman,  ref¬ 
erred  to  V  D 
Clinic 


1  Seaman, 
on  Board 


treated 


1  Lampman,  to 
receive  med 
ical  attention 

1  Oiler,  removed 
to  Hospital, 
Mombasa 

1  Chinese  Sea¬ 
man,  to  receive 
medical  at  ten 
t  ion 

1  A  B  .  removed 
to  Hospital 
Valencia 

1  A  B. ,  removed 
to  Hospital, 

Kasko 

1  0  S,  ,  to  rec 
eive  medical 
attention  from 
Medical  Pract¬ 
itioner 

1  Fireman 

1  Fireman 

Both  to  receive 

medical  attention 

Chief  Engineer 

3rd  Engineer 
Chief  Steward 
Dock  Tindal 

1  Seacunny 
1  OS., 


1  Topass 

1  Seacunny 

1  Fireman 

Chief  cook 
All  to  attend 
Federation 
Doctor 

1  A  B  ,  proc 
eeded  home 
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DETAILS  OF  SICKNESS  OR  CASUALTY  REPORTED  ON  ARRIVAL  OR  AS  OCCURRING 

DURING  THE  VOYAGE 


Date 

Name  of  Vessel 

Reg. 

Tons 

Nat ionality 

Where  From 

No.  of 
Persons 

Sickness 

or 

Remarks 

1957 

on  Board 

Casualty 

Oct . 

2nd 

Brockley  S/S 

820 

London 

London 

20 

Influenza 

Master,  to  rec¬ 
eive  medical 
attention 

Oct . 

3rd 

Marcella  M/V 

242 

Holland 

Rotterdam 

16 

Inf luenza 

Master,  removed 

Preston  - 

to  Hospital, 

Pawley 

Pawley  30^9 '57 

Chill 

Assistant  Eng 
ineer,  to  rec 
eive  treatment 
on  Board 

Oct. 

4th 

King  City 

2908 

Bideford 

See  entry 

60 

Inf luenza 

37  Members  of 

M/V 

23/9/57 

Asiatic  Crew, 
receiving 
treatment  on 
Board 

Oct . 

5th 

Kutno  S^S 

1394 

Poland 

Gdansk  - 

32 

Influenza 

Master,  rec- 

London  - 

eiving  treatmen 

Immingham 

on  Board 

Oct . 

lOth 

Pirebeam  S/S 

897 

London 

London 

17 

Influenza 

Master 

Influenza 

Chief  Engineer 

Influenza 

Arab  Fireman 

All  received 
attention  from 
G,P.  and  pro 
ceeded  home 

Oct . 

14th 

Helen  M/V 

120 

Holland 

Rotterdam  - 

6 

Influenza 

Master' s  Wife, 

Wisbech  - 

received  med- 

London 

ical  attention 
from  G  P. 

Oct 

14th 

Castor  M/V 

95 

Holland 

Middelharnis 

5 

Influenza 

Master,  rec- 

-  London 

eived  medical 
attention  from 
G.P 

Oct . 

20th 

Alabe  S/S 

1050 

Panama 

Lisbon  - 

21 

Influenza 

Master,  rec- 

Leixoes 

eived  treat¬ 
ment  on  Board 

Oct 

21st 

Nowshera  S/S 

3917 

London 

Beira  -  Dar- 

89 

German 

3rd  Officer. 

es-Salaam  - 

Measles 

received  Medi- 

Mombasa  - 

cal  attention 

Aden  -  Suez 

Dar-es-Salaam 

Gonorrhoea 

Engineer,  re¬ 
ferred  to  V  D. 
Clinic 

Oct  , 

27th 

Kapt . Jan 

704 

Germany 

Puerto 

23 

Sweat  Rash 

Master,  to 

Reinecke  M/V 

Cabelio 

receive  medical 

Kingston 

(Jamaica) 

attention 

Nov. 

6th 

Chulmleigh 

M/V 

2882 

London 

Bahia  Blanca 

34 

Burns 

1  Seaman,  to 

-  Buenos 

receive  medical 

Aires 

Hamburg  - 
Bremen 

attention 
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DETAILS  OF  SICKNESS  OR  CASUALTY  REPORTED  ON  ARRIVAL  OR  AS  OCCURRING 

DURING  THE  VOYAGE 


Date 

1957 


Name  of  Vessel 


Reg. 

Tons 


Nat ionality 


Where  From 


No.  of 
Persons 
on  Board 


Sickness 

or 

Casualty 


Remarks 


Nov  11th 


Nordpol  M'^V 


2655 


Norway 


Nov  13th 


Martins  S. 

M/V 


211 


Denmark 


Nov  23rd 


Nov  27th 


Badzo  M''V 


Eddy  S/S 


96 


1942 


Holland 


Liberia 


Nov  29th 


Mercurius  H. 
M/V 


184 


Holland 


Dec.  4th 


Dec  6th 


Willy  M/'V 


Bem.ar  M/V 


253 


1039 


Holland 


Norway 


Dec.  10th 


Dec  16th 


Waterland  M/V 


Ursula  Peters 
S-'S 


1477 


758 


London 


Germany 


Durban  - 
Baltimore, 

M.  D.  Boston 
(Mass) 


Patras  -  Oran 


Shoreham  - 
Tees  ” 
Gillingham 

Matanzas  - 
St.  John, 
N.B..  - 
New  York  M.  Y. 
Philadelphia 
P.  A. 

Rotterdam  - 
Benghazi  - 
Tobruk 


Groningen  • 
Hartlepool 


Antwerp  -  La 
Guaira  - 
Puerto  Cab- 
ello  -  Port 
of  Spain 


Leith  - 
Copenhagen 


Arzew  - 
Nemours 
Ceuta 


34 


23 


25 


11 


29 


19 


20 


Injuries 
to  Left 
lower  leg 


Tonsilit is 


Internal 

Haemorrh¬ 

age 

Dent  al 
treatment 
Dental 
Treatment 


Ot it  is 
Media 

V.D. 


Dental 


Food 

poisoning 


Injury  to 
back  and 
kidneys 

Dental 


Dental 


Influenza 


V  D 

Pyorrhoea 
&  Palpita 
t  ions 


I  A  B. 0  result 
of  accident  on 
Board  Removed 
to  Hospital, 
Boston,  (Mass) 

son  of  Chief 
Engineer,  aged 

II  months  Rec¬ 
eived  Medical 
attention  at 
Patras 

cook,  removed 
to  Hospital, 
22/11  '57 

Bosun 

1  A.B 

Both  to  receive 
attention 


1  A  B  ,  to  rec¬ 
eive  medical 
attention 

Engineer,  ref¬ 
erred  to  V.D. 
Clinic 

1  Seaman,  to 
receive  dental 
treatment 

Master,  rec¬ 
eived  medical 
attention  at 
Port  of  Spain 

1  A.B  .  to 
receive  medical 
attention 

1  A  B  to  rec 
eive  dental 
treatment 

Saloon  Boy.  to 
receive  dental 
treatment 

Master,  receiv¬ 
ed  medical 
attention  on 
Board 

A  B  referred 
to  V  D  Clinic 

Chief  Steward 
to  receive  den¬ 
tal  and  medi 
cal  attention 
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DETAILS  OF  SICKNESS  OR  CASUALTY  REPORTED  ON  ARRIVAL  OR  AS  OCCURRING 


DURI 

THE  VOYAGE 

Date 

1957 

Name  of  vessel 

Reg. 

Tons 

Nationality 

where  Prom 

No.  of 
Persons 
on  Board 

Sickness 

or 

Casualty 

Remarks 

Dec.  19th 

Patricia  M/V 

143 

Denmark 

Dieppe  - 
London 

7 

V.  D. 

Engineer,  ref¬ 
erred  to  V.D. 
Clinic 

Dec.  20th 

Monica  M.  M/V 

273 

London 

Southampton 

8 

V.D. 

A. B. .  to  have 
Blood  test 

Dec.  21st 

Hildegard 
Peters  S/S 

963 

Germany 

Tripoli  - 
Ceuta.  - 
Rotterdam  - 
Tyne 

22 

Injury  to 
Left 

Ankle 

Gastritis 

Hepatit is 

Fireman 

cook 

Wireless 

Operator 

All  received 
medical 
attent ion 
on  Board 

Dec.  31st 

Beechwood 

M/V 

10,842 

London 

Bandar 

Mashur  - 
Suez,- 
Antwerp  - 
Ban i as  - 
Finart 

56 

Retent  ion 
of  Urine 

1  DonkeyGreaser, 
to  receive 
medical 
attent ion 
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SECTION  X  OBSERVATIONS  ON  the  OCCURRENCE  OF  MALARIA  ON  SHIPS* 

Curing  the  year  under  review  two  cases  of  malaria  have  been  reported.  The  first 
case  was  reported  by  the  Master  of  a  vessel  which  arrived  from  Montevideo,  Bahia 
Blanca  and  Bremen,  the  case  was  treated  on  board.  The  second  case  occurred  on  board 
of  a  vessel  which  arrived  from  East  African  ports;  the  patient  was  an  Indian  seaman 
who  was  treated  on  board. 


SECTION  Xi  '  MEASURES  ihKEN  AGAINST  SHIPS  WI'iH»  ur  SUSPECTED  OF,  Pi  Ar.iiF 

On  all  vessels,  whether  in  possession  of  a  valid  Ceratting  Certificate  or  Derat - 
ting  E.xemptiond  Certificate  or  not,  enquiries  are  made  as  to  the  prevalence  and 
I'Ortality  of  rats  on  board,  and  systematic  inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  Authority's 
rodent  operator  on  all  vessels  arriving  directly  or  otherwise  from  infected  ports; 
also  on  vessels  engaged  in  carrying  grain  and  general  cargo.  Enquiries  are  made  on  all 
vessels  from  m.embers  of  the  crew,  stevedores,  and  workm.en,  and  where  necessary  a 
systematic  search  for  excreta,  nests,  gna.wings,  runs,  or  damage  to  cargo  or  stores  is 
nade  by  the  Authority's  rodent  operator  under  the  supervision  of  an  Inspector.  Apart 
from  the  additional  measures  as  defined  in  the  Fourth  Schedule,  Part  I  -  Plague  A. , 
infected  ships  and  suspected  ships  in  the  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952, 
which  would  be  rigidly  enforced,  the  following  would,  also  be  put  into  operation,  i.e. 
all  vessels  from,  infected  or  suspected  areas  and  all  vessels  carrying  grain  cargoes 
are  required  to  place  efficient  rat  guards  on  all  mooring  ropes.  Where  the  supply 
of  rat  guards  is  insufficient,  the  mooring  ropes  are  to  be  covered  daily  with  fresh 
tar  for  a  distance  of  three  feet  from  the  edge  of  the  quay  outwards. 


SECTION  XI J  ”  MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS  IN  SHIPS  FROM  FOPFJGN  PORTS, 

As  soon  as  practicable  after  arrival  such  ships  are  systematically  searched  by 
the  Authority's  rodent  operator  under  the  supervision  of  an  Inspector.  All  possible 
harbourages  are  carefully  noted,  also  damage  to  cargo  and  stores,  if  any,  paying 
particular  attention  to  excreta,  gnawings,  runs  and  smears.  Prom  stem  to  stern  every 
compartDient  is  minutely  inspected  including  stokeholds,  shaft  tunnel  and  boiler  tops 
which  often  reveal  evidence  of  infestation  by  the  amount  of  footings  seen  in  the  fine 
dust  which  IS  always  present  there,  and  it  rests  entirely  upon  the  result  of  such 
inspections  as  to  whether  or  not  repressive  measures  are  undertaken. 

All  rats  submitted  for  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  from  such 
vessels  are  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Havelock  Hospital, 
Sunderland.  2  blaxk  rats  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
during  the  year  under  review  a.nd  in  each  instance  they  were  returned  as  '^Bacillus 
Pest  IS  no"^  found’'. 

1,319  Vessels  have  been  searched  for  rats  and/or  their  Deratting  Certificates 
examined  during  the  past  year,  compared  with  1,034  for  the  corresponding  period,  of  1956. 
Rat  destruction  was  carried  out  on  board  of  7  vessels  as  com.pared  with  11  vessels  in 
1956,  resulting  in  the  destruction  of  16  rats  and  16  mice,  compared  with  94  rats  and 
3  mice  for  the  preceding  .year. 

235  Pats  were  destroyed,  principally  by  trapping,  at  warehouses  and  wharves  on 
the  River  and  Docks,  compared  with  849  for  1956,  making  a  total  of  251  for  1957  as 
compared  with  943  for  the  previous  year. 
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The  destruction  of  44  'v'^ice  on  shore  premises  is  also  recorded  and  16  Mice  on 
board  of  Vessels 

In  addition  1^392  poison  baits,  compared  with  2,630  for  the  preceding  year,  were 
laid  at  various  points  where  trapping  was  considered  futile,  the  result  of  which 
cannot  be  properly  estima,ted.  This  includes  6  poison  baits  laid  on  board  a  vessel. 

Tw'o  Pats  have  been  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Examination  during  the  past 

year 


The  total  number  of  visits  paid  to  vessels  by  the  rodent  operator  was  479  and  to 
shore  premises,  1,  107,  during  1957,  for  the  purpose  of  rats  destruction,  as  compared 
with  1  125  visits  to  vessels  and  905  visits  to  shore  premises  during  1956 

MEASURES  TAKEN  TO  PREVENT  THE  PASSAGE  OF  RATS  BETWEEN  SHIPS  AND  SHORE. 

All  vessels  from  infected  or  suspected  ports  and  all  vessels  carrying  grain 
cargoes  are  required  to  place  efficient  rat  guards  on  all  m^ooring  ropes,  \vhere  the 
supply  of  rat  guards  is  insufficient,  the  mooring  ropes  are  to  be  covered  daily  with 
fresh  tar  for  a  distance  of  three  feet  from  the  edge  of  the  quay  outwards. 

Gangways  used  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  cargo  to  be  withdrawn  when  the 
vessel  is  not  working, 

METHODS  OF  DERATTING,  . 

Ships. 

Fumigation  by  Sulphur  Dioxide  gas,  vvhich  is  generated  by  burning  sulphur,  3  lbs 
of  sulphur  to  each  1  000  cubic  feet  of  space,  minimum  time  of  exposure,  8  hours. 

Hydrogen  Cyanide,  which  is  generated  by  the  vaporisation  of  liquid  Hydrogen 
Cyanide  minimnm  dosage  2  ozs  per  1,000  cubic  feet  for  cargo  spaces  and  storerooms 
1  oz  per  1  OCO  cubic  feet  for  living  quarters  and  other  places  not  used  for  stores  or 
cargo.  Minimum  tin'e  of  exposure,  2  hours,, 

Fumigations  are  carried  out  by  commercial  contractors,  whose  staffs  are  trained 
to  comply  with  the  Hydrogen  Cyanide  (Fumigation  of  Ships)  Regulations,  1951  working- 
under  the  supervision  of  the  port  m.edical  inspectors. 

When  vessels  are  exam.ined  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  Deratting  or  Peratting 
Exemption'’  Certificates,  any  harbourages,  runs,  gnawings,  defective  bulkheads  giving 
access  to  stores,  etc.  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Master  or  owner,  and  practical 
suggestions  made  for  remedying  sane.  Particular  attention  is  given  to  new  vessels  and 
wherever  it  is  necessary  instructions  are  given  to  see  that  all  pipes  entering  com- 
partments  are  effectively  fitted  with  collars,  and  steel  flashings  are  fitted  in 
places  where  rodents  may  possibly  enter,  to  eliminate  any  possible  source  of  nesting. 
Drainage  holes  in  the  holds  are  given  careful  attention,  as  these  may  be  of  a  nature 
and  size  to  afford  easy  ingress  and  provide  a  means  of  future  infestation.  On  new 
vessels  the  builders  have  been  found  to  be  m.ost  co-operative  when  such  defects  have 
been  drawn  to  their  attention  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  work  has  been  done 
'oefore  a  Deratting  Exemption'  Certificate  has  been  issued. 

During  January  a  vessel  arrived  from  Mew  Orleans  -  Ponta  Gada  and  Calais  upon 
inspection  a  moderate  infestation  by  Mice  of  the  Bridge  Peck  and  Provisions  Storeroom 
was  found  to  exist  A  valid  International  Deratting  Exemption  Certificate  was  on 
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board  and  therefore,  any  repressive  measures  vvould  have  to  be  authorised  by  the  Master, 
In  view  of  the  danger  to  health  which  existed  from  contamination  of  the  foodstuffs  in 
the  Provision  Storeroom,  the  Master  was  advised  to  seek  the  aid  of  a  Pest  Control 
Company,  He  agreed  to  do  this,  and  measures  were  carried  out  in  the  Bridge  Deck 
immediately  cargo  in  this  space  was  discharged,  shortly  before  the  vessel  sailed. 

TRAPPING  AND  LAYING  OF  POISON  BAITS. 

PREMISES  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  DOCKS  OR  QUAYS, 

Trapping  and  the  laying  of  poison  baits  are  the  only  methods  used, 

MEASURES  TAKEN  FOR  THE  DETECTION  OF  RAT  PREVALANCE  IN  SHIPS  AND  ON  SHORE, 

Enquiries  are  made  on  all  vessels  from  m.embers  of  the  crew,  stevedores  and  work 
m.en,  and  where  necessary  a  systematic  search  for  excreta,  nests,  gnawings,  runs,  or 
damage  to  cargo  or  stores  is  niade  by  the  Authority'"^  s  rodent  operator  under  the  super 
vision  of  an  Inspector, 

Vessels  discharging  cargoes  are  visited  daily  for  the  purposes  of  ascertaining 
whether  there  are  any  dead  rats,  or  if  it  is  necessary  to  set  traps.  All  premises  in 
the  port  area  are  frequently  and  systematically  searched  for  evidence  of  rat 
infestation  by  the  Authority’s  rodent  operator,  and  where  rat  infestation  exists, 
trapping  and  poisoning  is  carried  out, 

RAT  PROOFING, 

TO  WHAT  EXTENT  ARE  DOCKS,  WHARVES,  WAREHOUSES,  ETC,,  RAT“PROOF? 

The  rat -proofing  of  docks  and  wharves  still  presents  a  difficult  problem,  the 
old  wooden  wharves  and  quays  still  offer  considerable  harbourage  to  rats.  With  regard 
to  the  stacking  of  timber  and  pit -props,  the  importers  have  been  asked  to  raise  the 
bases  of  the  stacks,  but  this  has  been  done  only  in  a  few  instances. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949, 

The  owners  of  premises  situate  South  side,  Hendon  Dock,  completed  structural 
repairs  which  were  necessary  as  a  rat-proofing  measure.  As  a  result  of  representations 
made  by  this  Authority  active  measures  against  an  infestation  by  rats  was  instituted 
by  the  National  Coal  Board,  at  Lambton  Staiths, 

During  the  stoppage  of  work  in  the  shipbuilding  and  ship-repairing  premises 
opportunity  was  taken  to  make  a  survey  and  ascertain  the  extent  of  any  rat  infestation 
which  might  exist.  Mo  prem.ises  were  found  to  be  heavily  infested.  Over  five  hundred 
poison  baits  were  laid  and  later  visits  revealed  that  over  50%  had  been  taken  during 
the  first  seven  days.  Additional  baits  were  laid  at  those  points  which  showed  a  take 
of  50%  or  more,  It  is  probable  that  the  lack  of  other  foods  ow'ing  to  the  absence  of 
the  workmen  induced  the  rodents  to  consume  more  poison  baits  than  might  otherwise 
have  been  the  case. 

The  attention  of  the  Authority  and  of  the  River  Wear  Commissioners  was  drawn 
to  the  condition  of  the  cargo  doors  of  the  Corporation  Quay  Warehouse,  A  number  of 
these  doors  a,re  damaged  and’  require  rem.oval  or  repairs.  Foodstuffs  are  stored,  along 
side  general  cargo  in  the  warehouse  and  the  owners  are  required  by  law  to  maintain 
this  warehouse  in  as  rat-proofed  a  condition  as  possible.  It  is  anticipated  that 
the  necessary  repairs  will  be  completed  in  early  1958, 
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TABLE  E 

RODENTS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 


Category 

Number 

Black  rats 

- 

15 

Brown  rats 

- 

1 

Mice 

- 

16 

Species  not  known 

- 

Nil 

Sent  for  examination 

- 

1 

Infected  with  plague 

- 

Nil 

In  addition  1  Black  Rat  was  destroyed  on  a  Ship  which  had  called  at  another  port 
in  the  United  Kingdom  before  arriving  at  this  Port. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  of  Deratting  in  connection  with  Wharves, 

Quays  and  Warehouses: - 


Black  Rats  -  Nil 
Brown  Rats  -  235 
Mice  -  44 
Species  not  known  -  Nil 
Sent  for  examination  -  1 
Infected  with  plague  -  Nil 


In  addition  1.392  Poison  Baits  were  laid. 

TABLE  F 

DERATTING  CERTIFICATES  AND  DERATTING  'EXEMPTION”  CERTIFICATES 
ISSUED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1957  FOR  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 


No,  of  Deratting  Certificates  issued 

Number  of 
Deratting 
Exemption' 
Certificates 
issued 

6 

Total 

Certificates 

issued 

7 

After  fi 

H.C.N. 

1 

umigation  with 

Other  fumigant 
(state  method) 

Methyl  Brom.ide 
(CH-3  Br.),  & 
K.C.N.^ (Liquid) 

After 

Trapping 

3 

After 

Poisoning 

4 

Total 

5 

2 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

89 

92 

Included  in  the  number  of  Deratting  ’'Exemption”  Certificates  issued  are  28 
Certificates  issued  with  respect  to  Vessels  completing  construction  in  this  port 
during  1957. 

The  above  figures  include  9  Deratting  ''Exemption”  Certificates  issued  in  respect 
of  Vessels  lying  at  the  Port  of  Seaham  Harbour. 
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THE  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  (APPLICATION  TO  SHIPPING)  ORDER.  1951. 

Since  the  corning  into  operation  of  the  Amendment  No.  2  Order,  1956,  no  Rodent 
Control  Certificates  have  been  issued. 


SECTION  XIII  -  INSPECTION  OF  SHIPS  FOR  NUISANCES 

TABLE  G 


INSPECTIONS  AND  NOTICES 


Nature  and  num.ber  of 

Inspection 

Notices 

served 

Statutory 

Notices 

Other 

Notices 

Result  of  serving  Notices 

1.  1,406 

2  written 
notices  to 
Masters. 

1  written 
notice  to 
Chief  Sur¬ 
veyor  Minis¬ 
try  of  Tran¬ 
sport 

80  Vessels  complied  with. 

8  Vessels  sailed  without 
complying. 

4  Vessels  undergoing 
extensive  re -fit. 

2.  Category  of  Nuisances 

89  Verbal 
Notices 

The  uatuT’e  of  the  nuisa:  .-.^s 
consisted  m.ainly  of  sani  '.ary 
defects  of  Crews"  accon  mb 
at  ion,  port  lights,  stovs 
and  fittings,  fresh  water 
tanks,  and  dirtv  beddinti- 

Out  of  a  total  of  92  vessels  found  to  be  insanitary,  19  were  "''Foreign  Owned''". 

Of  this  number,  92  or  6.5%  were  found  to  have  one  or  more  nuisances  or  sanitary 
defects. 

The  percentage  of  British  and  Foreign  owned  vessels  regarded  as  insanitary  was 
as  follows;-  British,  6.4,  Foreign  owned,  6.8. 

With  the  exception  of  8  vessels  which  left  the  port  before  the  necessary  work 
WPS  completed  or  only  partially  com.pleted,  and  4  undergoing  refit,  all  the  nuisances 
and  defects  were  remedied.  On  the  1,406  vessels  inspected,  there  were  25,458  men 
living,  being  an  average  of  18.1  men  per  vessel. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  Vessels  of  each  Nationality 
inspected* - 
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Nationality 


Number  Insanitary 


British 

1,129 

73 

Bermudan 

2 

Nil 

Costa  Rican 

1 

Nil 

Danish 

7 

Nil 

Dutch 

52 

Nil 

Finnish 

11 

1 

French 

1 

1 

Germ.an 

98 

7 

Greek 

3 

2 

Lebanese 

1 

Nil 

Liberian 

4 

Nil 

Norwegian 

12 

3 

Panamanian 

6 

4 

Polish 

57 

Nil 

Swedish 

11 

1 

TOTAL  1,406  92 


NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  DEALT  WITH 


Nature  of  Nuisances  or  Defects 


Accommodation, 

Acc  ommod  at i on , 

Accommodation, 

Accommodation 

Accommodation, 

Accommodation, 


additional 

additional  Insulation  to  provide 
flooding  from  defective  Tank  Top 
to  cleanse  and  paint 
to  reconstruct 
verminous 
Accumulation  of  refuse  on  deck 
Accumulation  of  water  on  deck  of  accommodation 
Alleyways  to  cleanse  and  paint 
Alleyway  decks  to  renew 
Ballast  Tanks,  to  cleanse 
Bathroom  bulkhead  to  repair 
Bulkhead  of  accommodation  to  renew 
Bacon  Slicer  to  cleanse  and  re -site 
Bathroom,  Deck  to  re -tile 
Bathroom  grating  to  provide 
Bathroom  seats  repair  or  renew 
Bathrooni;  piped  water  supply  to  provide 
Bathroom  to  paint  and  cleanse 
Bathroom,  Portlights  to  repair  or  renew 
Bathroom,  taps  to  renew  or  repair 
Bathroom,  Waste  pipes  choked 
Bedding  Dirty 
Bed  Covers  to  cleanse 
Butchery  scuppers  to  provide 
Bunks,  to  repair  or  renew 

Bunk  Curtains  to  cleanse,  provide  or  renew 
Beds  to  repair 
Bilges  to  cleanse 


No,  of  Vessels 
concerned 


1 

2 

2 

26 

4 
8 

24 

2 

2 

5 
23 

1 

2 

1 

6 
1 

3 
1 

6 

1 

10 

12 

23 

1 

1 

2 

4 
2 

22 
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NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  DEALT  WITH 


Nature  of  Nuisances  or  Defects 

No. of  Vessels 
concerned. 

Bins  in  provision  storerooms  to  provide,  or  renew 

Bogies  and  funnels  to  renew  or  repair 

Central  heating  stoves,  to  repair  or  renew 

Central  heating  stoves,  funnels  to  renew 

Chopping  Block,  to  re ■  plane 

Condensation,  in  accom.modation 

Cooler,  to  cleanse 

Deckhead  of  accommodation,  to  renew  or  repair 

Deckhead  to  caulk 

Deadlights,  to  renew  or  repair 

Deck  of  accom.modation,  to  renew  or  repair 

Deck  of  Fvlessrooms,  to  repair 

Deck  of  pantry,  to  renew  or  repair 

Deck  Prisms,  to  repair  or  renew 

Poors  to  accom.modation,  to  repair,  or  locks  to  provide  or  repair 
Drawers,  to  cleanse  or  repair 

Electric  Fans,  in  accommodation,  to  repair 

Electric  Fan,  in  galley,  to  repair,  or  renew 

Flour  Storeroom,  verminous 

Food  Lockers,  to  cleanse  or  repair 

Foul  Water  in  bathrooms 

Foul  Water,  on  deck  in  accomm.od.ation 

Foul  Water,  on  deck  in  washrooms 

Fresh  Water  Pump,  to  renew,  or  repair 

Fresh  Water  Supply,  to  Crew’s  3athroom.s  to  provide 

Fresh  Water  Supply,  to  provide  to  Officers  Bathrooms 

Fresh  Water  Supply,  to  provide  to  Crew’ s  Washbasins 

Fresh  Water  Supply,  to  provide  to  Officer’s  Washbasins 

Fresh  Water  Supply  Pipe,  choked,  to  repair,  renew  or  clear 

Fresh  W'ater  Tanks,  additional  to  provide 

Fresh  Water  Tanks,  to  cleanse 

Fresh  Water  Tanks,  provide  cap  to  sounding  pipe 

Fresh  Water  Tanks,  to  renew,  or  repair 

Fresh  Water  Tanks,  leaking  into  accomm.od.ation 

Fresh  Water  Tanks  leaking  into  accomm.odation 

Fresh  Water  Tanks,  additional  to  provide 

Fresh  Water  Taps,  to  overhaul  or  repair 

Galley,  additional  ventilation  to  provide 

Galley,  to  cleanse  and  re-paint 

Galley  Bench,  to  repair,  or  renew,  or  provide,  stainless  steel 
Galley  Deck,  to  repair  or  renew 

Galley,  fresh  water  tank  to  overhaul 

Galley,  funnel  to  renew 

Galley,  funnel  to  heighten 

Galley,  skylights  to  repair,  or  renew 

Galley  Stoves,  to  renew  or  repair 

Galley,  scuppers  to  clear 

Gas  Cooker,  to  overhaul 

Galley,  Verminous 

Galley  deckhead  to  repair  or  renew 

1 

4 

5 

2 

5 

1 

6 

18 

19 

5 

16 

2 

1 

1 

32 

8 

1 

2 

2 

6 

1 

1 

1 

5 

3 

4 

4 

3 

5 

2 

37 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

11 

1 

5 

6 

2 

1 

4 

1 

3 

29 

1 

2 

11 

2 
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NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  DEALT  WITH 


Nature  of  Nuisances  or  Defects 


No.  of  Vessels 
concerned 


Galley,  deck  tiies  to  renew 

Galley,  seat  to  provide 

Geyser,  in  Grew' s  accommodation  to  repair 

Geyser  in  galley,  to  repair  or  renew 

Geyser,  in  pantry,  to  repair  or  renew 

Geyser  to  provide,  or  repair  in  Crew' s  Nessrooms 

Keating,  insufficient,  or  lack  of 

Hospital,  deck  to  renew 

Hospital;  Mirror  to  provide 

Hospital,  washbasin  to  provide 

Hospital,  W.C.  Seat  to  provide 

Hospital  W.C.  Basin,  to  renew 

Hospital  W.C.  Valves  to  repsiir 

Hot  Press,  t'^  repair 

Hot  Press,  ad-ditional  to  provide 

Insulation,  on  deckhead  and  shell  plating  to  renew 

Insulation,  to  provide  in  p.O’s  accommodation 

Insulation,  to  provide  or  renew  in  Crew' s  accommodation 

Insulation,  te  provide  or  renew  in  Officers  accoirmodation 

Lifeboats,  "’resh  water  tanks,  drainage  plugs  to  provide 

Lifeboats,  Nresh  water  tanks,  to  repair  or  renew 

Laundry,  Washer,  to  repair 

Linen  Cupboard  to  provide 

Messroop's,  to  cleanse  and  paint 

Fvfessrooms,  Tables  to  repair 

iv'essroopis ;  Vern'inous 

Mirrors.,  to  provide  and  fix  in  Bathrooms 
Pantries,  to  cleanse  and  paint 
Pantries,  wash  sinks,  to  repair  or  renew 
Pantries  Verminous 

Pantries,  Waste  Pipes, choked,  to  clear  cleanse  or  renew 

Pantry,  Wood  Bulkhead  behind  Steam  Press  to  renew 

Pantry,  Bunker  to  renew,  or  repair 

Pantry  Cupboard  to  repair 

Pa.ntry.  Door  to  repair 

Pantry.  Deck  to  re-tile 

Port  light  Curtains,  to  cleanse  or  renew 

Portlights,  repair,  re-rubber  or  glasses  to  renew 

Portlights,  screws  to  free 

Potato  Lockers,  to  cleanse 

Potato  Lockers,  to  provide  or  repair 

Prophylactic  f’easures,  (anti  n^alarial) 

Provision  Storeroop's,  ladder  skids  to  renew 
Provision  Storerooms,  Scuppers  passing  through  to  renew 
Provision  Storeroop’s,  Poor  to  repair  or  renew 
Provision  Storeroom^,  to  cleanse  and  repaint 
Provision  Storerooms,  gratings  to  renew 
Provision  Storeroop’s,  Ventilator  to  provide  or  repair 
Provision  Storerooms,  Verminous 


4 

1 

4 

4 

4 

3 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 
1 
4 
1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

6 
2 
6 

5 
5 
1 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

30 

2 

2 

r\ 

O 

3 
1 
1 
1 

4 
4 

2 

10 
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NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  DEALT  WITH 


Nature  of  Nuisances  or  Defects 


No. 


of  Vessels 


Regrigerator,  Door  to  repair 
Refrigerator,  gratings  to  cleanse  or  renew 
Refrigerator,  insulation  to  overhaul 
Refrigerator,  to  cleanse 
Refrigerator,  to  repair 

Refrigerator,  scuppers  to  clear  and  cleanse 

Refuge  from.  Vessel  dumped  on  to  quay 

Rice  Locker,  Verminous 

Saloon  Bulkhead  leaking 

Saloon  Fireplace,  to  repair 

Sanitary  Tanks,  additional  to  provide 

Sanitary  Tanks,  to  cleanse 

Sanitary  Tanks,  to  repair  or  renew 

Sanitary  Tanks,  pipes  from,  to  repair  or  renew 

Settees  in  rvlessroom.s,  to  cleanse  or  renew 

Scuppers,  to  repair,  renew  or  cleanse 

Scuppers,  to  resite 

Seats,  to  provide  or  repair  in  accom.m.odation 
Sounding  Pipe,  cap  to  renew  in  Crew’s  Messroom 
Sounding  Pipes,  in  accommodation  to  resite 
Stores,  Ship’s,  stowed  in  Crew’s  accomm.odation,  to  remove 
Slop  Sinks,  Plugs  to  provide 

Slop  Sink,  to  provide  in  Galley  (Stainless  Steel) 

Slop  Sink,  to  renew  in  Pantry  (Stainless  Steel) 

Slop  Sink,  Waste  pipes  to  renew  or  repair 
Shell  Plating  to  rene’»’  or  repair  in  accommodation 
Showers,  in  r-rithroom.s  to  overhaul  or  repair 
Skylights,  in  Messroom^  to  repair 
Skylights,  to  overhaul  and  repair  or  renew 
Smoke,  emission  of  dense 

Soil  Pipe,  discharging  from  Vessel  on  to  Quay 
Soil  Pipe,  Tweaking  into  accomn'odation 

Sounding  Pipe,  to  Fresh  Water  Tanks,  to  re -thread  and  make 
watertight 

Spring  Taps,  in  washroom^s  to  overhaul  and  repair 
Steam  Heaters,  to  provide  in  accommodation 
Steam  Heaters,  to  repair  or  renew 


concerned 

2 

4 

10 

11 

13 
2 
3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 
23 

2 

2 

14 
2 
1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

5 
11 

2 

3 

6 
1 

1 

2 

1 

5 


Steam  Pipes  in  accommodation,  leaking 
Steam  Press,  leaking  Valve  to  repair 
Tank  Wells,  to  cleanse 
'Tween  Deck’  ,  infested  with  Ants 
Vegetable  Locker,  to  repair  or  renew 
Ventilation,  additional  to  provide 

Ventilation,  in  Provision  Storerooms,  to  overhaul  or 
to  provide 

Ventilation  System,  (Mechanical)  to  overhaul 
Ventilators,  to  accommodation,  to  repair  or  renew 
Ventilators,  to  heighten 
Ventilators,  to  W.Cs.  to  provide 

Vv'ardrohps  to  cleanse,  repair  or  renew - 


2 

3 

10 

1 

1 

2 


additional 


2 

2 

27 

1 

1 

5 
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NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  DEALT  WITH 


Nature  of  Nuisances  or  Defects 


No.  of  Vessels 
concerned 


Washbasins  additional  to  provide 
Washbasins,  to  renew,  cleanse  or  repair 
Washbasins,  waste  pipes  to  clear 
Washbasins  plugs  to  provide 
Washrooms,  additional  ventilation  to  provide 
Washrooms,  scuppers  to  clear  and  cleanse 
Washroom.s  to  cleanse  or  repaint 
Washroomis.  waste  pipes  to  clear  and  cleanse 

Waste  Pipes,  leaking  into  accommodation,  to  overhaul  or  repair 

Waste  Pipes,  to  provide  to  and  or  clear,  to  existing  washbasins 

Water  Supply  Pipe,  from.  Sanitary  Tank,  leaking 

W.Cs,,  additional  to  provide 

W.Cs  ,  accum.ulation  of  foul  water 

W. Cs , ,  Basin  to  renew 

W.Cs„,  Choked 

W  Cs,,  Cisterns,  to  repair  or  renew 
W.Cs.,  Deckhead  to  repair  or  renew 
W.Cs  ,  Doors,  to  repair  or  renew 
W,  CSo  ,  Plush  Pipes,  to  overhaul,  repair  or  renew 
W.Cs  ,  to  cleanse  or  re -paint 
W  Cs . .  Bulkhead  to  repair 
W.Cs,,  Lighting  to  overhaul  or  repair 
W.Cs,  Seats,  to  repair  or  renew 
W.Cs.,  Scuppers  to  provide  and  clear 
W.Cs,,  Soil  Pipes,  choked,  to  clear  or  repair 
W.Cs.,  Skylights,  to  repair  or  renew 
W,  Cs.,  Step,  to  repair  or  renew 
W.Cs,,,  Valves,  to  overhaul,  repair  or  renew 
W.Cs.,  Water  Supply  insufficient 
Wearite''  on  Bulkheads  to  make  secure 


3 

3 
5 
2 
1 

14 

4 

5 

4 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

24 

9 

1 

3 

15 
1 

22 

1 

1 

22 

4 
2 


The  number  of  vessels  constructed  in  the  port  during  the  year  has  been  main¬ 
tained  at  a  high  level  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  majority  of  these  are 
tankers  of  10,000  to  27,000  tons.  Dry  cargo  vessels  of  up  to  14,000  tons  were  also 
completed 

A  very  high  standard  of  living  accommodation  is  now  provided  for  both  Officers 
and  m.en  the  general  use  of  a  hard  impervious  material,  in  a  variety  of  pleasing 
colours,  in  the  construction  of  bulkheads  of  living  accommodation  and  pantries  has  done 
much  to  keep  infestation  by  insects  down  to  the  minimum.  During  the  past  twelve  months 
F'^inistry  of  Transport  (Inspectors  of  Ships"  Provisions  )  in  carrying  out  their  inspect 
ions  of  ships  provisions,  rejected  as  'unfit  for  ships'  use”  a  quantity  of  foodstuffs. 
A  proportion  of  this  total  was  comprised  of  flour  and  cereals  which  were  rejected 
mainly  on  the  grounds  of  infestation  by  beetle;  the  amount  of  ships’  provisions 
rejected  annually  must  be  fairly  high  and  the  cost  to  shipowners  considerable.  It  is 
still  not  uncommon  to  find  foodstuffs  in  provision  rooms  which  are  situate  above  cargo 
spaces  which  are  subject  to  heating  before  the  cargo  can  be  pumped  out:  shelves  placed 
against  the  sides  of  vessels  which  are  subject  to  direct  heating  by  the  sun  in  the 
tropics  sacks  of  flour  dumped  into  a  flour  room  or  the  provision  storeroom  where  they 
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lie  sometimes  to  a  height  which  ensures  that  the  lower  sacks  are  not  consumed  before 
the  next  supply  is  shipped.  Provision  rooms  should  be  cool  and  dry  at  a  temperature 
of  about  45° -  50°P;  shelves  on  which  foodstuffs  are  stored  placed  inboard:  remaining 
sacks  of  flour  removed  on  the  arrival  of  fresh  sacks  and  then  placed  on  top  so  as  to 
be  used  before  the  new  supply.  Disinfestation  measures  should  be  constant  with  a 
periodic  change  from  one  type  of  insecticide  to  another  and  perfect  cleanliness  be 
observed  at  all  times. 

The  foodstuffs  referred  to  above  were,  after  rejection,  dealt  with  by  officers 
of  this  authority  and  the  spaces  from  which  infested  flour  and  cereals  were  removed 
are  scheduled  and  dealt  with  in  this  report  as  verminous  provision  storerooms. 

It  would  appear  that  some  profitable  research  could  be  undertaken  in  connection 
with  the  problems  of;  the  efficient  insulation  of  provision  storerooms  which  are  sub¬ 
ject  to  heating  by  bulkheads  adjacent  to  engineroom  spaces;  shell  plates  exposed  to 
strong  sunlight:  or  situate  above  cargo  spaces  which  are  heated  artificially:  and 
the  best  methods  of  ensuring  the  keeping  qualities  of  flour  and  similar  commodities 
and  cereals  in  climatic  conditions  which  may  vary  considerably  within  a  matter  of  a 
few  weeks. 

emission  of  dense  SMOKE; 

Whilst  lying  at  the  Corporation  Quay,  frequent  emissions  of  dense  smoke  were 
observed  coming  from  the  funnel  of  the  S/S  '"'BANKSTONE’" .  The  attention  of  the  Chief 
Engineer  was  drawn  to  the  circumstances  and  he  reported  that  the  tubes  were  actually 
very  foul. 

He  further  stated  that  he  was  prepared  to  blow  these  tubes  but  it  would  result 
in  a  very  dense  emission  of  smoke  for  a  period  of  at  least  thirty  minutes.  Owing  to 
the  close  proximity  of  dwelling  houses  permission  to  take  such  action  was  refused, 
and  he  was  requested  to  ensure  that  the  emission  of  smoke  was  no  more  than  could  be 
actually  avoided,  ; 

In  another  instance  an  emission  of  dense  smoke  was  observed  while  Officers  of 
the  Authority  were  inspecting  a  new  vessel  which  was  completing  fitting  out  at  a 
River  Berth.  It  was  found  that  the  personnel  of  the  firm  installing  the  machinery 
were  responsible  and  representations  made  received  a  very  willing  response.  No  fur- 
ther  nuisance  of  this  type  occurred  while  the  vessel  was  in  port. 

The  third  instance  occurred  while  a  vessel  was  lying  at  the  buoys  near  this 
office.  The  emission  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Master  and  measures  to 
abate  the  nuisance  were  taken  immediately, 


SECTION  XIV  "  PUBLIC  flEALTH  (SHELLFISH)  REGULATIONS,  1934  &  1948 

The  Regulations  refer  to  the  gathering  and  sale  for  human  consumption  of  shell¬ 
fish  which  may  be  infected. 

There  are  no  layings,  private  or  public,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Authority,  Indiscriminate  gathering  of  shell-fish  from  quay  walls,  piers,  and  rocks 
still  continues,  presumably  for  the  purpose  of  bait.  There  is  no  control  over  the 
gatherers,  and  possibly  some  of  the  shell-fish  is  consumed.  When  it  is  realised  that 
the  River  contains  the  effluent  of  crude  untreated  sewerage,  it  must  be  obvious  that 
such  shell -fish  is  polluted  and  dangerous  for  human  consumption, 
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SECTION  XV 


Not  applicable  to  this  Port. 


SECTION  XVI  -  MISCELLANEOUS 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  BURIAL  ON  SHORE  OF  PERSONS  WHO  HAVE  DIED  ON  BOARD 
SHIP  FROM  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Dead  bodies  brought  into  the  Port  by  ship  are  examined  on  board  by  the  Port 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  then  ordered  to  be  removed  to  the  mortuary  at  the 
General  Hospital  to  await  the  necessary  inquest. 


DRAINAGE: 

Notification  was  received  from  the  North  Eastern  Marine  Engineering  Co.,  South 
Dock,  Sunderland,  that  part  of  the  drainage  system  was  frequently  choked.  Inspection 
revealed  that  the  cause  of  the  chokage  was  probably  due  to  a  large  amount  of  Coke 
dust  which  was  being  washed  into  one  of  the  gullies.  Instructions  have  been  issued 
for  this  particular  section  of  drain  to  be  cleared  and  further  measures  have  been 
suggested  which  would  obviate  the  possibility  of  further  chokage. 

The  attention  of  the  River  Wear  Commissioners  was  drawn  to  a  choked  drain  at  the 
conveniences  situate  East  Quay  North,  South  Dock,  This  nuisance  was  abated  the  follow¬ 
ing  day. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  REGULATIONS,  1938; 

The  Sheet  Metal  Company.  Hendon  Dock,  have,  under  the  terms  of  the  above  Regula¬ 
tions  been  requested  to  provide  sanitary  accommodation. 


THE  FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955: 

The  River  Wear  Commissioners  were  requested  to  cleanse  the  walls,  Ceilings  and 
fittings  of  the  Dock  Canteen.  This  request  was  complied  with. 

Messrs.  T,W,  Greenwell  &  Co,  Ltd.  South  Dock,  Sunderland,  were  requested  to 
cleanse  and  re -paint  all  of  their  Canteen.  A  number  of  unused  appliances  were  removed 
and  a  number  of  broken  window  panes  were  renewed. 

General  cleansing  and  some  reconstruction  of  the  premises  is  being  put  in  hand 
at  the  Canteen  owned  by  Messrs.  Short  Bros  Ltd,  Shipbuilders,  Pallion, 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

During  the  year  under  review  10  vessels  arrived  in  the  port  with  cargoes  of 
foodstuffs  for  discharge. 

Approximately  three  tons  of  Wheat,  EX.  M/V  RODSLEY'’,  being  sweepings  from  holds 
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and  shelter  deck,  were  examined  and  found  to  be  unsound,  unwholesome  and  unfit  for 
human  consumption^  Arrangements  had  already  been  completed  by  the  receivers  of  the 
cargo,  Messrs.  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  Dunston-Upon-Tyne,  for  this  Wheat  to 
be  forwarded  to  their  mill.  The  Millers  were  accordingly  informed  that  the  Wheat  must 
be  utilised  only  for  Animal  Feeding  Purposes  and  they  agreed  to  give  a  written 
guarantee  to  this  effect. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Whickham  Urban  District  Council,  in  whose  district 
the  Dunston  Mill  is  situate,  was  informed  and  he  agreed  to  the  Wheat  being  forwarded 
into  his  district.  The  ultimate  disposal  of  the  Wheat  would  be  supervised  by  Officers 
of  the  Whickham  Urban  District  Council. 

S/S  ''"ASTRID’'  arrived  27th  May,  from  Istanbul  -  Arzew  to  discharge  Esparto  Grass 
and  General  Cargo  which  included  a  quantity  of  food  -  stuffs.  On  completion  of  the 
discharge  of  the  foodstuffs  it  was  noticed  that  1-14  Stone  Bag  of  White  Beans  had 
been  contaminated  by  oil,  nature  unknown,  and  that  2  cwts.  of  the  beans  had  been 
swept  up  from  the  dirty  warehouse  floor  and  re-bagged. 

These  foodstuffs  were  warehoused  for  a  few  days  prior  to  them  being  transhipped 
to  London  and  it  is  understood  that  they  were  entered  at  the  Custom  House  as 
“unexamined  cargo”. 

As  these  foodstuffs  were  not  officially  'entering”  this  port  and  were  not  subject 
to  examination  by  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs  &  Excise  instructions  were  issued  that  the 
two  affected  bags  should  be  placed  on  the  top  of  cargo  later  loaded  for  London,  Both 
bags  were  marked  with  a  label  and  the  Port  of  London  Health  Authority  notified. 

The  advice  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  been  sought  upon  the  question  of  legal 
powers  which  would  enable  Officers  of  a  Port  Health  Authority  to  examine  and  report 
upon  conditions  affecting  foodstuffs  imported  under  circumstances  similar  to  those 
referred  to  above. 

Upon  a  request  from  an  In-Shore  Fisherman  I  examined  approximately  75  lbs 
Lobsters  which  had  been  contaminated  by  heavy  oil.  They  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  a  Certificate  to  this  effect  was  given  to  the  Owner.  They  were 
surrendered  and  later  dumped  into  the  sea  in  the  presence  of  Officers  of  this 
Authority. 

Notification  was  received  from  the  Wear  Refinery,  South  Dock,  that  among  a  con¬ 
signment  of  lard  delivered  to  them,  52  cartons  had  been  damaged  during  transit  by 
rail  from  Glasgow;  on  inspection  it  was  found  that  27  cartons  were  damaged  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  render  the  contents  unusable  for  retail  sale.  The  consigners,  the  British 
Railways  Claims  Department,  and  the  Underwriters,  agreed  that  the  consignee  should 
utilise  this  lard  for  the  manufacture  of  inedible  fats. 


SHIPS’  PROVISIONS  DEALT  WITH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 


Number  of  Vessels 
concerned 

Provisions 
totally  destroyed 

Utilised  for 
Animal  Feeding 
Purposes 

Salvaged 

Forwarded  to  Messrs, 
Spillers  Ltd,  M.O.F. 
Commodity  Officers, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne , 
Also  to  Messrs,  Hind- 
haughs  Ltd,  Corn  Mer¬ 
chants,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne 

20 

2  tons  8  cwt.  3  qrs 
17  11b  Plus  3  gallon 
Jars  Pickles,  3  btls 
Lemon  Squash,  2  btls 
Lime  Juice 

1  ton  4  cwt. 

2  qrs  13^  lbs 

2  cwt. 

2  qrs 

2yz  Ite 

4  tons  7  cwt. 

3  qrs  21  lbs 

Grand  Total  of  Ships’  Provisions  dealt  with:-  8  tons  3  cwt.  3  qrs  17  lbs 
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Note:-  Sugar  returned  to  the  British  Sugar  Corporation,  Poppleton,  Yorks,  was 
defined  as  follows:-  Sugar  sweepings  and  residue  of  cargoes 

Unsound  Sugar:  3  tons  14  cwt,  3  qrs  15  lbs 

This  included  4  cwt.  3  qrs  27  lbs  of  sugar  found  to  be  contaminated  by 
grease. 

Consequent  upon  the  closing  down  by  the  County  Borough  of  Sunderland,  of  the 
Municipal  Pig  Feeding  Schem.e,  the  disposal  of  condemned  foodstuffs  will  be  carried  out 
by  means  of:- 

(a)  Incineration  at  Public  Incinerator. 

(b)  Removal  to  Controlled  Tips. 

In  every  case  these  foodstuffs  will  be  accompanied  from  the  Port  Health  District 
to  either  of  the  above  by  an  Officer  of  this  Authority  who  will  remain  until  the  food¬ 
stuffs  have  been  disposed  of. 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (IMPORTED  FOODS)  REGULATIONS,  1937-1948 
THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (IMPORTED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1926 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES  ETC.,  IN  FOOD) 
REGULATIONS,  1925-1948 


Nature  of  Sample 


Bacteriologist’ s  Report 


13th  September,  1957. 

Sample  No,  1/57 
Ship’s  Provisions 
Ex.  M/V  “LINGA” 

Prom  Punta  Cardon  -  Fortin  Point  &  London 

2  X  12  ozs  Tins  Corned  Beef 

Produce  of  Argentina 

Can  Mark:  -  ‘^’Hereford  Brand” 

Part  of  Ship’s  Provisions 
'"'rejected  as  unfit  for  Ship’s  Use”, 
by  Ministry  of  Transport 
(Inspector  of  Ship’s  Provisions) 

REASON  FOR  SAMPLING: -  Detection  of  any  Bacterial 

content  which  may  render 
unfit  for  human  consumption 


Z.596.  Corned  Beef 
Z.597.  Corned  Beef 
Culture:  Pathogenic 
organisms 
not  found 


13th  September,  1957. 

Sample  No.  2/57 
Ship’s  Provisions 
Ex.  MA  ^‘LINGA” 

Prom  Punta  Cardon  -  Fortin  Point  &  London 
2x7  ozs  Tins  Mixed  Vegetables  in  Amoy  Sauce 
Packed  by  The  Amoy  Canninin  Corporation  (H.K, )  Ltd, 
51  Bonham  Strand,  E. ,  Hong  Kong 

Can  Mark:-  The  Amoy  Canning  Corporation  (H.K.)  Ltd, 
HONG  KONG, 

Part  of  Ship’s  Provisions  '"'rejected  as  unfit  for 
Ships’  use”  by  The  Ministry  of  Transport 
(Inspector  of  Ships  Provisions) 

REASON  FOR  SAMPLING: -  Detection  of  any  Bacterial 

content  which  may  render 
unfit  for  hum.an  consumption 


Z.  598.  Mixed  vegetables 
Z.  599.  Mixed  vegetables 

Cultures:  No  growth 


Pishing  Vessels, 
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